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Debates 

Our debate series generated by trained AI and reviewed by domain 
experts, explores diverse perspectives on pivotal issues shaping Gaza's 

future. Each debate fosters deep dialogue, presenting balanced viewpoints 
on key policies and strategies to support the nation's recovery and 

rebuilding efforts. By illuminating the complexities of challenges and 
opportunities facing Gaza, these debates enhance informed decision-

making among stakeholders including government bodies, local 

organizations, academia, think tanks, and international partners. This 
dynamic exchange of ideas not only promotes critical thinking but also 

equips participants with the insights needed to make strategic decisions 

and develop innovative solutions for national advancement. 

We hope, once verified, localized and adapted, it will lower the  

"COST TO THINK & START" PLANNING FOR BUILDING GAZA FUTURE 
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Debate Topic 1: Large Orphanage Institutions vs. 

Small Family-Style Homes 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The debate over the best care model for orphaned children in Gaza is a 
pressing issue in the post-war recovery phase. The devastation wrought by 

Israel’s war on Gaza has left many children without families, making the 
choice between large orphanage institutions and small, family-style homes 

a critical decision. Large orphanage institutions, with their centralized 
resources and facilities, can cater to the immediate needs of a large 

number of children, providing them with access to education, healthcare, 
and social services under one roof. In contrast, small, family-style homes 
offer a more intimate and nurturing environment that closely resembles a 

family unit, potentially fostering better emotional and psychological 
development. This debate will explore the advantages and disadvantages 

of each model, considering Gaza's unique socio-economic and cultural 
context, the scale of need, and the long-term impacts on children’s well-

being. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Context and Urgency: The recent Israeli aggression in Gaza have left a 

significant number of children orphaned, creating an urgent need for 
effective care solutions. The choice between large orphanage 
institutions and small, family-style homes has become a critical 

discussion point in the region's recovery efforts. 
 

2. Scale and Efficiency: Large orphanage institutions can accommodate 
a substantial number of children, offering economies of scale. These 

institutions are often better equipped with resources such as 
educational facilities, healthcare services, and recreational activities, 

which are vital for the holistic development of children in post-war 
zones like Gaza. 
 

3. Resource Allocation: In a war-torn region with limited resources, large 
institutions might be better positioned to attract international 

funding and aid. They can leverage these resources to provide 
standardized care and maintain infrastructure, ensuring that the 
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basic needs of children are met consistently. 
 

4. Psychosocial Support: Small, family-style homes offer a more 
personalized approach to care. These homes aim to replicate a family 

environment, which can be crucial for the emotional and 
psychological healing of children who have experienced the trauma 

of war. This model can promote stronger emotional bonds and 
provide a sense of security and stability. 

 
5. Cultural Considerations: In Gaza, where family and community bonds 

are strong, small, family-style homes align more closely with cultural 

norms and values. They can facilitate community involvement and 
support, which is essential for the children’s reintegration and 

socialization. 
 

6. Quality of Care: The quality of care in large institutions can vary 
significantly. While some may provide high standards of care, others 

might struggle with overcrowding and limited staff-to-child ratios. On 
the other hand, family-style homes, though potentially offering 
higher quality care, might face challenges in scaling up to meet the 

large demand. 
 

7. Integration and Normalization: Small, family-style homes might better 
integrate children into the community, reducing the stigma 

associated with being orphaned. These homes can encourage 
community participation in child-rearing, fostering a supportive 

network around the children. 
 

8. Sustainability and Long-Term Impact: Large orphanage institutions 

might face sustainability challenges if dependent on international aid, 
which can be unpredictable. Family-style homes, supported by local 

communities, might offer more sustainable long-term solutions, 
provided they receive adequate support and oversight. 

 
9. Economic Considerations: Operating large institutions can be cost-

intensive, requiring significant funding for infrastructure and staffing. 
Family-style homes, while potentially less costly per child, may 
require more extensive community involvement and support to 

function effectively. 
 

10. Research and Case Studies: Studies from post-war regions indicate 
mixed outcomes for both models. For instance, large institutions in 

some regions have successfully provided comprehensive care, while 
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in others, family-style homes have shown better long-term emotional 
and social outcomes for children. Applying these insights to Gaza’s 

context is essential for informed decision-making. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Large Orphanage Institutions  

Introduction: Advocate A argues that large orphanage institutions are the 

most viable and effective solution for addressing the immediate and long-
term needs of orphaned children in Gaza. Given the extensive damage 

caused by Israel’s war in Gaza, the scale and efficiency of large institutions 
are crucial for providing comprehensive care to a significant number of 

children in need. 

Points in Support of Large Orphanage Institutions:  

1. Scale and Reach: 

o Large orphanage institutions can accommodate a greater 
number of children, ensuring that more orphans receive 
shelter, food, and medical care. In a region like Gaza, where 

the number of orphaned children can surge suddenly due to 
war, having facilities that can scale up quickly is vital. For 

instance, during the 2014 Gaza war, approximately 1,500 
children were orphaned, creating an immediate need for large-

scale intervention. 
 

2. Access to Comprehensive Services: 
o These institutions are better equipped to provide a wide range 

of services under one roof, including education, healthcare, 

and psychological support. Centralized facilities can offer 
structured programs that cater to the diverse needs of 

children, ensuring that they receive well-rounded care. Studies 
have shown that children in comprehensive care environments 

often have better health and educational outcomes. 
 

3. Resource Optimization: 
o Large institutions can optimize the use of resources, attracting 

significant funding and donations from international 

organizations and NGOs. This influx of resources can be used 
to maintain high standards of living and care, as well as to 

invest in infrastructure and staff training. For example, the SOS 
Children's Villages, which operate in various conflict zones, 
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have successfully utilized large-scale models to provide high-
quality care and education to children. 

4. Professional Staffing and Training: 
o Large institutions have the capacity to employ a range of 

professionals, including educators, healthcare providers, and 
psychologists. This professional staffing ensures that children 

receive expert care and support tailored to their needs. In 
Gaza, where trauma and mental health issues are prevalent 

among children, having access to trained psychologists and 
counselors is essential for their recovery and development. 
 

5. Structured Environment: 
o The structured environment of large institutions provides 

stability and routine, which are critical for the psychological 
well-being of children who have experienced the chaos of war. 

Regular schedules and predictable routines can help children 
feel more secure and aid in their emotional recovery. Research 

indicates that children thrive in environments where they feel 

safe and have a consistent daily structure. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Small, Family -Style Homes 

Introduction: Advocate B contends that small, family-style homes are a 

superior model for caring for orphaned children in Gaza. This approach 
emphasizes personalized care, emotional stability, and community 

integration, which are crucial for the holistic development of children who 

have endured the trauma of aggression and occupation. 

Points in Support of Small, Family -Style Homes: 

1. Emotional and Psychological Well -Being: 
o Small, family-style homes provide a nurturing and intimate 

environment that closely replicates a family setting. This model 
helps children form strong emotional bonds with caregivers, 

which is essential for their psychological healing and 
development. Research in post-war regions shows that children 
in family-like settings exhibit better emotional health and fewer 

behavioral issues compared to those in large institutions. 
 

2. Cultural Compatibility : 
o In Gaza, family and community bonds are deeply ingrained in 

the culture. Small, family-style homes align with these cultural 
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norms, facilitating community involvement and support. This 
cultural resonance can help orphaned children feel more 

connected and accepted, aiding their social integration. Studies 
have highlighted the importance of culturally relevant care 

models in ensuring the well-being of children in post-war 
societies. 

 
3. Individualized Attention: 

o Family-style homes offer a higher caregiver-to-child ratio, 
allowing for more individualized attention and care. This 
personalized approach can address the specific needs and 

traumas of each child more effectively than a large institution 
can. Research indicates that children receiving personalized 

care are more likely to succeed academically and socially. 
 

4. Community Integration: 
o Children in family-style homes are more easily integrated into 

local communities, attending neighborhood schools and 
participating in community activities. This integration reduces 
the stigma associated with being an orphan and promotes a 

sense of normalcy and belonging. Community-based care 
models in other post-war settings have demonstrated 

significant benefits in terms of socialization and community 
support. 

 
5. Sustainability and Resilience : 

o Family-style homes can be more sustainable in the long term, 
relying on local resources and community involvement. This 
model reduces dependency on international aid, which can be 

unpredictable. By fostering local ownership and participation, 
family-style homes can build resilience within the community, 

ensuring continuous support for orphaned children. Successful 
examples from various regions indicate that community-

supported care systems are more adaptable and resilient in the 

face of ongoing challenges. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B 

While the personalized care and community integration offered by small, 
family-style homes are compelling, they face significant challenges in 
Gaza’s current context. The scale of orphaned children due to recent war 

necessitates a solution that can address the needs of a large number of 
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children quickly and efficiently. Large orphanage institutions are better 
positioned to attract the necessary international funding and provide 

comprehensive services, including specialized medical and psychological 
care, which small homes might struggle to offer consistently. Additionally, 

the professional staffing and structured environment of large institutions 
ensure that children receive the essential support and stability needed for 

their recovery and development, something that is critical given the 

extensive trauma experienced by many of these children. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While large orphanage institutions can provide immediate and 
comprehensive care to a significant number of children, they often lack the 
personalized attention that is crucial for the emotional and psychological 

recovery of war-traumatized children in Gaza. Small, family-style homes 
offer a nurturing environment that mirrors a family setting, which is vital for 

building strong emotional bonds and fostering a sense of security. 
Additionally, these homes are more culturally aligned with Gaza's strong 

family and community values, promoting better social integration and long-
term sustainability through local support. The smaller caregiver-to-child 

ratio in family-style homes ensures that each child receives individualized 

care, addressing their unique needs more effectively than large institutions. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on the most suitable care model for orphaned children in Gaza 

has highlighted two distinct approaches: large orphanage institutions and 
small, family-style homes. Advocate A underscores the advantages of large 

institutions, emphasizing their capacity to provide comprehensive services, 
including education, healthcare, and psychological support, to a substantial 

number of children. This model is seen as crucial for addressing the 
immediate needs of a large orphaned population, leveraging economies of 

scale and attracting significant international aid.  

Conversely, Advocate B argues for the benefits of small, family-style 

homes, which offer a more intimate and nurturing environment that aligns 
with Gaza’s cultural values. This approach is praised for its potential to 

foster strong emotional bonds, individualized care, and better community 
integration, essential for the holistic recovery of traumatized children. Both 
perspectives underscore the necessity of balancing scale with quality of 
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care, and the importance of community involvement and cultural sensitivity 

in the post-war recovery of Gaza’s orphaned children. 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration 

1. How can we ensure that both large orphanage institutions and small, 
family-style homes meet the emotional and psychological needs of 

orphaned children in Gaza? 
2. What measures can be taken to balance the scale and efficiency of 

large institutions with the personalized care provided by family-style 
homes? 

3. How can the local community in Gaza be more involved in 
supporting orphaned children, regardless of the care model 

adopted? 
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Debate Topic 2: Formal Education within 

Orphanages vs. Mainstream School Integration 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The debate over the best educational approach for orphaned children in 
Gaza is a critical issue in the context of post-war recovery. Formal 

education within orphanages ensures that children have access to tailored 
educational programs that address their specific needs and traumas, 

providing a stable and controlled learning environment. On the other hand, 
integrating orphaned children into mainstream schools promotes social 

integration and offers them access to a broader range of educational 
resources and peer interactions. This debate will explore the advantages 
and disadvantages of each model, considering Gaza's unique educational 

challenges, the psychological impact on children, and the long-term 

implications for their social and academic development. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Context and Importance : Israel’s war in Gaza have not only orphaned 
many children but have also disrupted the educational system. The 

debate on whether to provide formal education within orphanages or 
to integrate these children into mainstream schools is crucial for their 

recovery and future prospects. 
 

2. Tailored Educational Programs: Formal education within orphanages 

allows for the creation of tailored educational programs that 
specifically address the unique needs and traumas of orphaned 

children. This approach can include specialized curricula, trauma-
informed teaching methods, and individualized support plans. 

Research shows that targeted educational interventions can 
significantly improve learning outcomes for children who have 

experienced trauma. 
 

3. Stability and Routine: Orphanages can provide a stable and 

controlled learning environment, which is vital for children who have 
experienced the chaos of war. Consistent routines and familiar 

surroundings can help children feel safe and supported, facilitating 
better academic and emotional development. Studies have 
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highlighted the importance of stability in educational settings for 
children’s overall well-being. 

4. Access to Resources: Within orphanages, children can have 
guaranteed access to educational resources, including books, 

computers, and extracurricular activities. This controlled access 
ensures that no child is left behind due to resource scarcity, a 

common issue in post-war regions like Gaza. Ensuring equitable 
access to resources is essential for bridging educational gaps. 

 
5. Peer Interaction and Socialization: Integrating orphaned children into 

mainstream schools promotes social interaction with peers from 

different backgrounds, fostering social skills and reducing the stigma 
associated with being an orphan. Interaction with a broader peer 

group can enhance social development and create a sense of 
normalcy and belonging. Research indicates that peer interactions in 

inclusive educational settings can positively impact social and 
emotional growth. 

 
6. Inclusion and Normalization: Mainstream school integration can help 

normalize the lives of orphaned children, allowing them to 

participate in regular school activities and community events. This 
inclusion is critical for their social integration and long-term 

psychological health. Inclusion policies in education have been 
shown to improve outcomes for children with diverse needs. 

 
7. Quality of Education: Mainstream schools may offer a higher quality 

of education with more qualified teachers, diverse subject offerings, 
and better facilities. In Gaza, where educational resources are 
stretched thin, mainstream schools can provide a more robust 

educational experience than orphanages might be able to afford. 
Studies have shown that exposure to high-quality education 

significantly improves academic performance and future 
opportunities. 

 
8. Community Involvement: Integrating orphaned children into 

mainstream schools encourages greater community involvement and 
support. It fosters a sense of collective responsibility for the well-
being and education of all children, strengthening community ties. 

Community support is vital for creating a supportive environment for 
children affected by war. 

 
9. Challenges of Integration: However, integrating orphaned children 

into mainstream schools can present challenges, including potential 
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bullying, lack of specialized support for trauma, and logistical issues 
related to transportation and accessibility. Addressing these 

challenges requires comprehensive support systems within 
mainstream schools. 

 
10. Long-Term Impact: The long-term impact of educational choices on 

orphaned children in Gaza is profound. While formal education within 
orphanages can provide immediate and tailored support, mainstream 

school integration offers broader social and academic benefits. 
Balancing these approaches is essential for the holistic development 
of orphaned children in Gaza, ensuring they are equipped to rebuild 

their lives and contribute to their communities. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Formal Education within 

Orphanages 

Introduction: Advocate A argues that providing formal education within 
orphanages is the most effective approach for meeting the unique 

educational needs of orphaned children in Gaza. This method ensures a 
stable, tailored, and supportive learning environment that is crucial for 

children who have experienced significant trauma. 

Points in Support of Formal Education within Orphanages:  

1. Tailored Educational Programs: 

o Formal education within orphanages allows for the creation of 
tailored educational programs that address the specific needs 
of orphaned children. These programs can include trauma-

informed teaching methods and specialized curricula designed 
to support the emotional and psychological recovery of 

children affected by war. Research indicates that customized 
educational interventions are highly effective in improving 

learning outcomes for traumatized children. 
 

2. Stable Learning Environment: 
o Orphanages can provide a stable and controlled environment, 

which is essential for children who have experienced the 

instability of war. Consistent routines and familiar settings help 
children feel safe and secure, which is critical for their 

academic and emotional development. Studies have shown 
that children in stable educational settings perform better 
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academically and have better psychological health. 
 

3. Access to Comprehensive Resources: 
o Within orphanages, children are guaranteed access to 

necessary educational resources, including textbooks, 
computers, and learning aids. This controlled access ensures 

that all children receive the tools they need to succeed 
academically, regardless of external circumstances. Ensuring 

equitable access to resources is vital in post-war regions like 
Gaza, where educational materials can be scarce. 
 

4. Integrated Support Services: 
o Orphanages can integrate educational programs with other 

essential services such as healthcare, counseling, and 
extracurricular activities. This holistic approach ensures that 

children receive comprehensive support, addressing all aspects 
of their development. Integrated service models have been 

shown to improve overall child well-being and academic 
performance. 
 

5. Protection from Bullying and Stigmatization: 
o Formal education within orphanages can protect children from 

bullying and stigmatization that they might face in mainstream 
schools. In a controlled environment, caregivers can monitor 

and address any issues promptly, ensuring a safe and 
supportive learning atmosphere. Research has highlighted the 

negative impact of bullying on academic and emotional 
outcomes, making protective measures essential for vulnerable 

children. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Mainstream School Integration  

Introduction: Advocate B asserts that integrating orphaned children into 
mainstream schools is the best approach for fostering their social and 

academic development in Gaza. This method promotes inclusivity, social 
integration, and access to a broader range of educational resources, which 

are crucial for the long-term well-being and success of these children. 

Points in Support of Mainstream School Integration:  

1. Promotes Social Integration and Inclusion: 
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o Integrating orphaned children into mainstream schools helps 
normalize their lives and fosters social interaction with peers 

from diverse backgrounds. This inclusivity reduces the stigma 
associated with being an orphan and promotes a sense of 

belonging. Studies have shown that children in inclusive 
educational environments develop better social skills and are 

more likely to form meaningful relationships with their peers. 
 

2. Access to High-Quality Education: 
o Mainstream schools often have more qualified teachers, diverse 

subject offerings, and better facilities than orphanage-based 

education systems. This higher quality of education can 
significantly enhance the academic performance and future 

prospects of orphaned children. Research indicates that 
exposure to high-quality education is one of the most 

important determinants of long-term academic success. 
 

3. Encourages Community Involvement: 
o When orphaned children attend mainstream schools, it 

encourages greater community involvement and support. This 

collective responsibility for the well-being and education of all 
children can strengthen community ties and provide a 

supportive network for orphaned children. Community-based 
support systems have been shown to be effective in promoting 

child well-being in post-war settings. 
 

4. Diverse Peer Interactions: 
o Interaction with a broader peer group in mainstream schools 

enhances socialization and provides opportunities for 

orphaned children to learn from different perspectives and 
experiences. This diversity is crucial for their social and 

emotional growth. Peer interactions in inclusive settings have 
been linked to improved social competencies and reduced 

feelings of isolation among children. 
 

5. Better Long-Term Opportunities: 
o Mainstream school integration prepares orphaned children for 

future academic and career opportunities by exposing them to 

a standard educational curriculum and extracurricular activities. 
This preparation is essential for their long-term success and 

ability to contribute to their communities. Studies have shown 
that children who attend mainstream schools have better 
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employment prospects and higher rates of continuing 

education. 

 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B 

While integrating orphaned children into mainstream schools promotes 

social inclusion and access to broader resources, it can also expose these 
vulnerable children to bullying, stigmatization, and additional stress, which 

can exacerbate their trauma. The specialized and controlled environment 
within orphanages is better suited to address their unique needs, 

providing tailored educational programs and integrated support services 
that mainstream schools often lack. Additionally, the stability and routine 
offered by orphanage-based education are crucial for the emotional and 

psychological recovery of children who have experienced the chaos of war, 

ensuring they receive consistent care and attention. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While the controlled environment and tailored programs within orphanages 
are beneficial, they can isolate children from broader society and limit their 

social development. Mainstream school integration offers a more inclusive 
approach, promoting social interaction and community involvement, which 

are essential for the holistic development of orphaned children. By 
attending mainstream schools, children can access higher quality education 
and diverse extracurricular opportunities, preparing them better for future 

academic and career success. Despite the challenges, with proper support 
systems in place, mainstream school integration can provide a more 

enriching and normalized educational experience. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on the optimal educational approach for orphaned children in 

Gaza has highlighted two compelling perspectives: formal education within 
orphanages and mainstream school integration. Advocate A emphasizes 
the benefits of orphanage-based education, where tailored programs, 

trauma-informed teaching, and a stable environment can address the 
unique needs of children affected by war. This approach ensures consistent 
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care and access to integrated support services, which are crucial for their 

recovery.  

Conversely, Advocate B champions the integration of orphaned children 

into mainstream schools, arguing that it fosters social inclusion, community 
involvement, and access to higher quality education. This method 

promotes social interaction and prepares children for future opportunities 
by exposing them to diverse experiences and a standard curriculum. Both 
approaches underscore the need to balance specialized support with social 

integration, ensuring that orphaned children in Gaza receive 

comprehensive care that addresses their immediate and long-term needs. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration 

1. How can we ensure that orphaned children receive both specialized 
support and social integration in their education? 

2. What measures can be implemented to protect orphaned children 
from bullying and stigmatization in mainstream schools? 

3. How can we balance the need for stability and routine with the 

benefits of a diverse educational environment for orphaned children? 
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Debate Topic 3: Orphanage-Based Vocational 

Training vs. External Vocational Programs 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The debate over the most effective vocational training model for orphaned 
children in Gaza is crucial for their future employment prospects and self-

sufficiency. Orphanage-based vocational training programs offer practical 
skills and job readiness within a familiar and supportive environment, 

potentially providing a seamless transition from education to employment. 
Conversely, external vocational programs expose children to real-world 

experiences, broader networking opportunities, and integration into the 
local job market, which can enhance their employability and social 
integration. This debate will explore the advantages and disadvantages of 

each approach, considering Gaza's unique economic conditions, the 
specific needs of orphaned children, and the long-term implications for 

their career development and independence. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Context and Necessity : The aftermath of war in Gaza has not only 

created an urgent need for educational support for orphaned 
children but also for vocational training to prepare them for future 

employment. With high unemployment rates and economic instability, 
vocational training becomes critical for these children to achieve self-
sufficiency and integration into society. 

 
2. Familiar and Supportive Environment: Orphanage-based vocational 

training provides a familiar and supportive environment where 
children can acquire practical skills without the stress of adjusting to 

a new setting. This continuity is beneficial for children who have 
experienced trauma, as it minimizes disruption and provides a stable 

learning environment. Research suggests that continuity in care and 
education can significantly enhance the learning outcomes for 
traumatized children. 

 
3. Tailored Training Programs: Vocational training within orphanages 

can be tailored to meet the specific needs and interests of the 
children. These programs can include a range of skills from carpentry 



Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal                                                                                       Orphanages 
 

19 
Debates                                                                                            Reflect - Spark - Adapt 

and sewing to computer literacy and entrepreneurship, ensuring that 
children receive relevant and practical training that can directly lead 

to employment opportunities in Gaza’s local economy . 
 

4. Integrated Support Services: By keeping vocational training within 
orphanages, children can benefit from integrated support services 

such as counseling, healthcare, and academic support. This holistic 
approach ensures that all aspects of a child's development are 

addressed, enhancing their overall well-being and readiness for 
employment. Studies have shown that integrated support services 
can improve the effectiveness of vocational training programs. 

 
5. Real-World Experience and Networking: External vocational programs 

provide children with real-world experience and opportunities to 
build networks within the local job market. This exposure is critical 

for developing job readiness and understanding the dynamics of the 
workplace. Programs that include internships and apprenticeships 

can significantly improve employment prospects by providing hands-
on experience and professional connections. 
 

6. Broader Opportunities: External programs often offer a wider range 
of vocational training opportunities and access to advanced 

technologies and methodologies. This diversity can better prepare 
children for various career paths and enhance their adaptability in a 

rapidly changing job market. Access to modern training facilities and 
up-to-date practices is crucial for competitiveness in today’s 

economy. 
 

7. Social Integration: Participation in external vocational training 

programs can aid in the social integration of orphaned children, 
helping them build relationships outside the orphanage and become 

active members of the community. This integration is vital for 
reducing the stigma associated with being an orphan and fostering a 

sense of normalcy and belonging. 
 

8. Quality and Standards: External vocational training programs are 
often subject to higher quality standards and professional oversight, 
ensuring that the training provided meets industry requirements. 

This adherence to standards can enhance the credibility and 
recognition of the qualifications that children receive, improving their 

employment prospects. 
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9. Logistical Challenges: However, external programs may present 
logistical challenges such as transportation, safety, and adjustment 

to new environments. These factors need to be carefully managed to 
ensure that children can participate fully and safely in external 

training opportunities. 
10. Economic Considerations: The economic situation in Gaza requires a 

flexible approach to vocational training that maximizes available 
resources. While orphanage-based training might be more 

immediately feasible, external programs offer potential long-term 
benefits through broader integration into the economy and society. 
Balancing these approaches is essential for optimizing the vocational 

training outcomes for orphaned children in Gaza. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Orphanage -Based Vocational 

Training 

Introduction: Advocate A argues that orphanage-based vocational training 
is the most effective way to equip orphaned children in Gaza with the skills 

needed for self-sufficiency and employment. This approach provides a 
stable, supportive environment tailored to their specific needs and 

circumstances, which is crucial for their successful integration into the 

workforce. 

Points in Support of Orphanage-Based Vocational Training: 

1. Familiar and Supportive Environment: 
o Orphanage-based vocational training offers a familiar and 

secure environment for children who have experienced the 

trauma of Israeli aggression and occupation. This stability is 
essential for their psychological well-being and allows them to 

focus on learning new skills without the added stress of 
adjusting to a new setting. Research indicates that children in 

stable and supportive environments perform better in 
educational and vocational training programs. 

 
2. Tailored Training Programs: 

o Within orphanages, vocational training programs can be 

customized to meet the specific needs and interests of the 
children. This personalization ensures that the training is 

relevant and engaging, which enhances the likelihood of 
success. Tailored programs can include a range of skills from 

traditional crafts to modern technologies, directly linking 



Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal                                                                                       Orphanages 
 

21 
Debates                                                                                            Reflect - Spark - Adapt 

training to employment opportunities in Gaza’s local economy . 
 

3. Integrated Support Services: 
o Orphanage-based training allows for the integration of 

additional support services such as counseling, healthcare, and 
academic tutoring. This holistic approach ensures that all 

aspects of a child's development are addressed, providing a 
comprehensive support system that external programs may 

lack. Studies have shown that integrated support services 
significantly improve the effectiveness of vocational training by 
addressing barriers to learning. 

 
4. Minimized Logistical Challenges: 

o Keeping vocational training within orphanages eliminates many 
logistical challenges such as transportation and safety 

concerns. Children can receive training without the need to 
travel, reducing the risks and ensuring consistent attendance. 

In the volatile context of Gaza, minimizing these logistical 
issues is crucial for the sustainability of vocational training 
programs. 

 
5. Focus on Immediate Employment Opportunities : 

o Orphanage-based programs can focus on skills that are 
immediately applicable in the local job market, ensuring that 

children are ready to enter the workforce upon completion of 
their training. By aligning training programs with the needs of 

local industries, orphanages can create direct pathways to 
employment, which is essential for the economic recovery of 
Gaza. Research supports the effectiveness of localized 

vocational training in improving employment outcomes in post-

war areas. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of External Vocational Programs 

Introduction: Advocate B contends that external vocational programs are 
superior for equipping orphaned children in Gaza with the skills needed for 

successful integration into the local job market. These programs provide 
real-world experiences, broader networking opportunities, and exposure to 

a diverse range of skills and industries, which are critical for their long-

term employability and social integration. 

Points in Support of External Vocational Programs:  
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1. Real-World Experience and Networking: 
o External vocational programs immerse children in real-world 

work environments, providing hands-on experience and 
practical skills that are directly applicable to the job market. 

This exposure is crucial for understanding workplace dynamics 
and building professional networks. Studies have shown that 

internships and apprenticeships significantly enhance job 
readiness and employment prospects by offering practical 

experience and industry connections. 
 

2. Broader Range of Opportunities: 

o External programs often offer a wider variety of vocational 
training options and access to advanced technologies and 

methodologies. This diversity can better prepare children for 
various career paths and increase their adaptability in a rapidly 

changing job market. Access to modern training facilities and 
up-to-date practices is essential for competitiveness and 

innovation, which are vital for Gaza’s economic recovery . 
 

3. Enhanced Social Integration: 

o Participation in external vocational programs helps orphaned 
children integrate into the broader community, reducing social 

isolation and fostering a sense of normalcy and belonging. By 
interacting with peers and professionals outside the 

orphanage, children can develop essential social skills and 
become more active members of society. Research indicates 

that social integration is key to the long-term well-being and 
success of children in post-war settings. 
 

4. Higher Quality and Standards: 
o External vocational programs are often subject to rigorous 

quality standards and professional oversight, ensuring that the 
training provided meets industry requirements. This adherence 

to standards can enhance the credibility and recognition of the 
qualifications that children receive, improving their 

employment prospects. Studies have highlighted the 
importance of quality assurance in vocational training for 
achieving better job outcomes. 

 
5. Exposure to Diverse Perspectives: 

o By participating in external vocational programs, children are 
exposed to diverse perspectives and working styles, which 

broadens their horizons and enhances their problem-solving 
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and critical thinking skills. This exposure is vital for developing 
well-rounded individuals who can contribute innovatively to 

their communities. Research shows that diversity in educational 
and training environments fosters creativity and resilience, 

important traits for overcoming the challenges in Gaza. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B 

While external vocational programs provide valuable real-world experience 

and broader networking opportunities, they can pose significant logistical 
challenges, including transportation and safety concerns, especially in the 

unstable context of Gaza. Orphanage-based training offers a controlled, 
supportive environment where children can focus on learning practical 
skills tailored to the local job market without the additional stress of 

adjusting to external settings. The integrated support services available 
within orphanages ensure a holistic approach to their development, 

addressing their educational, psychological, and health needs 

comprehensively, which external programs may lack. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While orphanage-based vocational training provides a stable and 
supportive environment, it often lacks the breadth and depth of 

opportunities that external programs offer. Real-world exposure and the 
chance to build professional networks are critical for the future 
employability of orphaned children in Gaza. External programs also adhere 

to higher quality standards and offer a wider range of skills, which are 
essential for adapting to the diverse and evolving job market. Furthermore, 

integrating into the broader community through external programs fosters 
social inclusion and helps reduce the stigma associated with being an 

orphan. 
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Moderator's Summary 

The debate on the most effective vocational training model for orphaned 
children in Gaza has illuminated two critical perspectives. Advocate A 

emphasizes the benefits of orphanage-based vocational training, 
highlighting the stability, tailored programs, and integrated support 

services that can effectively address the unique needs of traumatized 
children. This model minimizes logistical challenges and ensures a secure 

learning environment, which is crucial in the volatile context of Gaza.  

Conversely, Advocate B argues for the advantages of external vocational 

programs, which offer real-world experience, broader networking 
opportunities, and exposure to a diverse range of skills and industries. 

These programs enhance employability and social integration, preparing 
children for the complexities of the local job market. Both approaches 
underscore the importance of providing comprehensive support and 

practical skills to equip orphaned children for future self-sufficiency and 

success in Gaza’s challenging economic landscape. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration 

1. How can we ensure that vocational training programs for orphaned 
children in Gaza provide both practical skills and emotional support? 

2. What measures can be taken to overcome the logistical challenges of 
external vocational programs in Gaza? 

3. How can we balance the benefits of real-world experience with the 
need for a stable and supportive learning environment for these 

children? 
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Debate Topic 4: Local Funding and Management vs. 

International Oversight and Support 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The debate over whether orphanages in Gaza should rely primarily on local 
funding and management or international oversight and support is critical 

for ensuring sustainable and effective care for orphaned children. Local 
funding and management emphasize self-sufficiency, cultural relevance, 

and community involvement, potentially fostering greater ownership and 
long-term stability. Conversely, international oversight and support bring in 

much-needed resources, expertise, and accountability, which can 
significantly enhance the quality of care and operational efficiency. This 
debate will explore the benefits and challenges of each approach, 

considering Gaza's unique socio-economic context, the scale of needs, and 
the long-term implications for the sustainability and quality of care in 

orphanages. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Context and Importance: The recent war in Gaza have left many 

children orphaned, creating an urgent need for effective and 
sustainable care solutions. The choice between local funding and 

management versus international oversight and support is a critical 
decision that will impact the long-term well-being of these children 
and the community at large. 

 
2. Cultural Relevance and Community Involvement: Local funding and 

management ensure that orphanages are run in a manner that is 
culturally appropriate and sensitive to the unique needs of the 

children in Gaza. This approach fosters greater community 
involvement and ownership, which can lead to more tailored and 

effective care. Studies have shown that community involvement in 
child welfare leads to better outcomes for children, as it encourages 
local solutions and support networks. 

 
3. Self-Sufficiency and Sustainability : Relying on local funding and 

management can promote self-sufficiency and sustainability. By 
developing local resources and capabilities, orphanages can reduce 
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dependency on external aid, which can be unpredictable. This 
approach encourages the development of local expertise and 

infrastructure, which is crucial for long-term stability. Research 
indicates that sustainable development practices are more effective 

when they are locally driven and managed. 
 

4. Access to Resources and Expertise : International oversight and 
support can bring significant resources and expertise to orphanages 

in Gaza. International organizations often have access to funding, 
advanced training, and best practices that can enhance the quality of 
care provided. This external support can be vital in post-war settings 

where local resources are stretched thin. Studies have highlighted 
the positive impact of international aid in improving child welfare 

services in crisis-affected regions. 
 

5. Accountability and Standards: International oversight can help ensure 
that orphanages adhere to high standards of care and accountability. 

International organizations often implement rigorous monitoring and 
evaluation systems to ensure that resources are used effectively and 
that children receive high-quality care. This level of oversight can 

prevent issues such as mismanagement and ensure that children’s 
rights are protected. Research supports the role of international 

oversight in maintaining high standards of child welfare. 
 

6. Economic Impact and Development: Local funding and management 
can stimulate the local economy by creating jobs and encouraging 

the development of local industries and services. This economic 
impact can contribute to the broader recovery and development of 
Gaza. By investing in local capabilities, communities can build 

resilience and reduce the long-term need for external aid. Studies 
have shown that locally managed development projects have 

significant positive impacts on local economies. 
 

7. Dependency and Long-Term Viability: While international support can 
provide immediate relief and improvements, it can also create 

dependency, which may undermine long-term viability. Over-reliance 
on external aid can inhibit the development of local solutions and 
reduce the incentive for local stakeholders to invest in and improve 

their own systems. Research indicates that dependency on 
international aid can have negative long-term effects on local 

development and self-sufficiency. 
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8. Flexibility and Responsiveness: Local management allows for greater 
flexibility and responsiveness to the unique and changing needs of 

the children and the community. Local leaders can adapt quickly to 
new challenges and opportunities, making timely decisions that are 

in the best interest of the children. This agility is crucial in a dynamic 
and often unstable environment like Gaza. Studies highlight the 

importance of local adaptability in effective child welfare 
management. 

 
9. Integration with National Policies: Locally managed orphanages can 

be better integrated with national policies and social services, 

ensuring a more cohesive approach to child welfare. This integration 
can facilitate better coordination and resource allocation, enhancing 

the overall effectiveness of care. Research suggests that alignment 
with national policies is critical for the success and sustainability of 

child welfare programs. 
 

10. Global Perspectives and Innovations: International organizations 
bring global perspectives and innovations that can be adapted to the 
local context, introducing new ideas and practices that might not be 

available locally. This cross-pollination of ideas can lead to significant 
improvements in care quality and operational efficiency. Studies have 

shown that the introduction of global best practices can enhance the 

effectiveness of child welfare services in various contexts. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Local Funding and Management 

Introduction: Advocate A argues that local funding and management of 
orphanages in Gaza are essential for creating sustainable, culturally 

relevant, and community-driven solutions. This approach emphasizes self-
sufficiency, local ownership, and the development of local expertise, which 
are critical for the long-term well-being of orphaned children and the 

broader community. 

Points in Support of Local Funding and Management:  

1. Cultural Relevance and Sensitivity : 

o Local funding and management ensure that orphanages 
operate in a manner that respects and incorporates Gaza’s 

cultural values and traditions. This cultural relevance is vital for 
the emotional and psychological well-being of orphaned 

children, as it helps them maintain a sense of identity and 
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belonging. Research has shown that culturally sensitive care 
practices significantly improve outcomes for children in post-

war settings. 
 

2. Community Involvement and Ownership: 
o Community involvement in the management and funding of 

orphanages fosters a sense of ownership and responsibility 
among local stakeholders. This involvement can lead to more 

tailored and effective care solutions, as community members 
are more attuned to the specific needs and challenges faced by 
orphaned children. Studies indicate that community-driven 

child welfare initiatives are more sustainable and effective in 
the long term. 

 
3. Economic Sustainability : 

o By focusing on local funding and management, orphanages 
can reduce dependency on international aid, which can be 

unpredictable and politically influenced. Developing local 
funding streams and management capabilities promotes 
economic sustainability and resilience. This approach 

encourages local innovation and investment, which are crucial 
for building a robust support system for orphaned children. 

Research highlights the importance of local economic 
development in achieving long-term sustainability for child 

welfare programs. 
 

4. Capacity Building and Local Expertise : 
o Investing in local management and funding helps build local 

capacity and expertise, which are essential for the long-term 

success of orphanages. Training and empowering local staff 
and administrators ensure that the knowledge and skills 

needed to support orphaned children remain within the 
community. This capacity building is critical for creating a self-

sustaining child welfare system. Studies show that locally 
trained and empowered staff are more effective in providing 

consistent and high-quality care. 
 

5. Flexibility and Responsiveness: 

o Local management allows for greater flexibility and 
responsiveness to the unique and changing needs of the 

community. Local leaders and administrators can make timely 
decisions and adapt quickly to new challenges and 

opportunities, ensuring that the care provided remains relevant 
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and effective. This agility is particularly important in the volatile 
context of Gaza, where conditions can change rapidly. 

Research underscores the value of local adaptability in 

managing child welfare services in war-affected areas. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of International Oversight and 

Support 

Introduction: Advocate B contends that international oversight and support 

are crucial for ensuring high standards of care, access to resources, and 
professional expertise in orphanages in Gaza. Given the extensive needs 

and challenges faced by the region, external assistance can provide the 

necessary support to enhance the quality of care and operational efficiency. 

Points in Support of International Oversight and Support:  

1. Access to Resources and Funding: 
o International organizations have access to significant financial 

resources and can mobilize funds quickly in response to crises. 

This funding is essential for providing the necessary 
infrastructure, healthcare, education, and psychosocial support 

to orphaned children in Gaza. Research indicates that 
international aid can significantly enhance the capacity of local 

institutions to deliver high-quality care. 
 

2. Expertise and Best Practices: 
o International oversight brings in expertise and best practices 

from around the world. These organizations have experience 

working in various conflict and post-conflict settings and can 
introduce innovative approaches and proven strategies for 

child welfare. Studies show that the application of global best 
practices can improve the effectiveness and efficiency of child 

welfare services. 
 

3. Quality Assurance and Accountability : 
o International oversight ensures that orphanages adhere to high 

standards of care and accountability. These organizations 

implement rigorous monitoring and evaluation systems to track 
the use of resources and the quality of care provided. This 

oversight helps prevent issues such as mismanagement and 
abuse, ensuring that children’s rights are protected. Research 

supports the role of international oversight in maintaining high 
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standards and ensuring transparency in child welfare programs
. 

4. Capacity Building and Training: 
o International support often includes capacity-building 

initiatives that train local staff and enhance their skills. This 
training ensures that local caregivers and administrators are 

equipped with the knowledge and tools needed to provide 
high-quality care. Capacity building is a crucial component of 

sustainable development, as it ensures that local institutions 
can continue to operate effectively after international support 
has been reduced. Studies highlight the long-term benefits of 

training and capacity-building programs in improving child 
welfare services. 

 
5. Broader Impact and Innovation: 

o International organizations can introduce new technologies, 
methodologies, and innovations that might not be available 

locally. These innovations can lead to significant improvements 
in the quality of care and operational efficiency of orphanages. 
For example, digital tools for monitoring health and 

educational progress can enhance the support provided to 
children. Research demonstrates that the introduction of new 

technologies and innovative practices can significantly improve 

outcomes in child welfare programs. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B 

While international oversight and support bring valuable resources, 
expertise, and quality assurance to orphanages in Gaza, they can also 

create dependency and limit local ownership. Relying heavily on external 
aid can undermine the development of sustainable, community-driven 
solutions that are culturally relevant and sensitive to local needs. Building 

local capacity and leveraging community involvement fosters a sense of 
responsibility and empowerment among local stakeholders, ensuring that 

orphanages operate effectively even when international support 
diminishes. Moreover, local management can be more agile and responsive 

to the unique and rapidly changing conditions in Gaza, providing timely 

and culturally appropriate care. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 
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While local funding and management promote community involvement and 
cultural relevance, they often lack the resources and expertise needed to 

address the extensive needs of orphaned children in Gaza. International 
oversight and support provide critical funding, advanced training, and the 

implementation of global best practices, which are essential for maintaining 
high standards of care and accountability. Additionally, international 

organizations can introduce innovative solutions and technologies that 
local systems may not be able to develop independently. Combining local 

knowledge with international resources can create a more robust and 

effective support system for orphaned children. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on whether orphanages in Gaza should rely primarily on local 

funding and management or international oversight and support has 
highlighted two critical perspectives. Advocate A emphasizes the benefits 

of local funding and management, arguing that it ensures cultural 
relevance, community involvement, and long-term sustainability by building 

local capacity and reducing dependency on external aid. This approach 
fosters a sense of ownership and responsiveness to the unique needs of 

the community, promoting tailored and effective care solutions.  

Conversely, Advocate B underscores the importance of international 

oversight and support, which bring essential resources, expertise, and 
accountability to orphanages. International organizations can provide 

significant funding, introduce best practices, and ensure high standards of 
care, addressing the extensive needs of orphaned children in Gaza. Both 

approaches highlight the need to balance local and international efforts to 
create a sustainable, effective, and high-quality support system for 

orphaned children in Gaza. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration 

1. How can we balance the need for international resources and 
expertise with the importance of local ownership and cultural 

relevance in managing orphanages in Gaza? 
2. What strategies can be implemented to reduce dependency on 

international aid while ensuring high standards of care and 
accountability? 
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3. How can local and international stakeholders collaborate effectively 

to address the needs of orphaned children in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 5: Long-Term Orphanage Residency 

vs. Adoption and Family Reunification Efforts 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The debate over whether orphaned children in Gaza should remain in long-
term orphanage residency or be prioritized for adoption and family 

reunification efforts is pivotal for their future well-being. Long-term 
orphanage residency provides stability, consistent care, and a structured 

environment, which can be essential for children who have experienced 
trauma and instability. On the other hand, adoption and family reunification 

efforts aim to place children in permanent, nurturing family settings, 
promoting emotional bonds and a sense of belonging. This debate will 
explore the advantages and disadvantages of each approach, considering 

Gaza's socio-economic conditions, the psychological impact on children, 
and the long-term implications for their development and integration into 

society. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Context and Urgency: The prolonged occupation of Gaza has resulted 

in a significant number of orphaned children, necessitating a critical 
evaluation of their long-term care options. The choice between long-

term orphanage residency and adoption or family reunification 
efforts impacts the psychological and social development of these 
children. 

 
2. Stability and Consistency in Orphanages: Long-term orphanage 

residency can provide children with a stable and consistent 
environment. Orphanages offer structured routines, professional care, 

and access to education and healthcare. This stability is crucial for 
children who have experienced the trauma and disruption of war. 

Research indicates that stable environments are vital for the recovery 
and development of children who have faced significant upheaval. 
 

3. Comprehensive Support Services: Orphanages can provide integrated 
support services, including psychological counseling, educational 

support, and healthcare. These services are essential for addressing 
the complex needs of orphaned children. Studies show that 
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comprehensive care within a single institution can lead to better 
health and educational outcomes for children in post-war settings. 

4. Challenges of Institutional Care : However, long-term residency in 
orphanages can also pose challenges. Institutional care settings may 

lack the personalized attention and emotional bonds that family 
settings offer. Children in orphanages may experience feelings of 

isolation and lack of individual attention, which can impact their 
emotional and psychological development. Research has highlighted 

the potential negative effects of long-term institutional care on 
children's social and emotional well-being. 
 

5. Benefits of Adoption and Family Reunification: Adoption and family 
reunification efforts aim to place children in permanent, loving family 

environments. These settings provide the emotional bonds and sense 
of belonging that are crucial for a child's development. Studies 

consistently show that children raised in family settings have better 
psychological and emotional outcomes compared to those in 

institutional care. 
 

6. Emotional and Psychological Well -Being: Being part of a family can 

significantly enhance a child's emotional and psychological well-
being. The nurturing environment of a family can help children 

develop secure attachments and a sense of identity. Research 
supports the importance of family-based care in promoting healthier 

psychological development and emotional resilience. 
 

7. Challenges of Adoption and Reunification: Adoption and family 
reunification in Gaza face several challenges, including legal, cultural, 
and logistical barriers. The process can be lengthy and complicated, 

and there may be a shortage of willing and suitable adoptive 
families. Additionally, some children may have extended family 

members who are not in a position to take on caregiving roles due 
to the socio-economic conditions in Gaza. 

 
8. Community and Cultural Considerations: Family reunification efforts 

must consider the cultural context of Gaza, where extended family 
and community bonds are strong. Leveraging these existing social 
structures can facilitate successful placements and support for 

orphaned children. Community-based approaches have been shown 
to enhance the effectiveness of family reunification efforts in post-

war areas. 
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9. Long-Term Implications: The long-term implications of the chosen 
care model are significant. While orphanages can provide immediate 

stability and comprehensive care, family-based solutions offer the 
potential for more profound emotional and psychological benefits. 

Balancing these approaches requires careful consideration of the 
individual needs of each child and the resources available within the 

community and the broader socio-economic environment of Gaza. 
 

10. Policy and Implementation: Effective policies and implementation 
strategies are crucial for either approach to succeed. Support from 
local authorities, international organizations, and the community is 

necessary to ensure that both orphanage care and family-based 
solutions are well-resourced and properly managed. Research 

highlights the need for a coordinated approach that integrates both 
institutional care and family-based solutions to provide the best 

outcomes for orphaned children. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Long-Term Orphanage Residency 

Introduction: Advocate A argues that long-term orphanage residency 

provides the most stable and comprehensive care for orphaned children in 
Gaza. Given the region’s ongoing socio-economic challenges and the 
trauma experienced by these children, a structured and well-resourced 

orphanage environment is essential for their recovery and development. 

Points in Support of Long-Term Orphanage Residency: 

1. Stability and Consistency: 

o Long-term orphanage residency offers a stable and consistent 
environment, which is crucial for children who have 

experienced significant trauma and instability due to Israeli 
aggression. This stability helps in establishing routines and 

provides a sense of security, which is essential for their mental 
and emotional well-being. Research indicates that children in 

stable environments are more likely to recover from trauma 
and develop positively. 
 

2. Comprehensive Support Services: 
o Orphanages in Gaza can provide integrated support services, 

including education, healthcare, psychological counseling, and 
social activities, all under one roof. This holistic approach 

ensures that all aspects of a child’s development are 
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addressed. Studies show that access to comprehensive support 
services significantly improves outcomes for children in post-

war settings. 
 

3. Professional Care and Supervision: 
o Orphanages employ trained professionals who are equipped to 

handle the complex needs of orphaned children, including 
those related to trauma and mental health. This professional 

care ensures that children receive appropriate therapeutic 
interventions and educational support, which might not be 
available in individual family settings. Research highlights the 

importance of professional care in the recovery and 
development of children affected by war. 

 
4. Resource Availability : 

o Orphanages often have better access to resources, such as 
educational materials, healthcare facilities, and recreational 

activities. This access ensures that children’s basic needs are 
consistently met, which is essential for their overall 
development. In Gaza’s challenging socio-economic 

environment, centralized resource availability can be more 
reliable than dispersed family-based care. 

 
5. Social Support and Peer Interaction: 

o Orphanages provide opportunities for children to interact with 
peers who have similar experiences, fostering a sense of 

community and mutual support. These social interactions are 
crucial for emotional healing and social development. Studies 
have shown that peer support groups within institutional 

settings can be beneficial for children dealing with trauma and 

loss. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Adoption and Family Reunification 

Efforts 

Introduction: Advocate B asserts that adoption and family reunification 

efforts provide orphaned children in Gaza with the most nurturing and 
supportive environments essential for their emotional and psychological 

well-being. Placing children in permanent, loving family settings fosters 
secure attachments and a sense of belonging, which are crucial for their 

development. 
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Points in Support of Adoption and Family Reunification Efforts:  

1. Emotional and Psychological Well -Being: 
o Adoption and family reunification efforts prioritize placing 

children in stable, loving family environments where they can 
form secure emotional bonds and attachments. These familial 

relationships are critical for the healthy psychological 
development of children, helping them to develop trust and 
self-esteem. Research consistently shows that children raised in 

family settings have better emotional and psychological 
outcomes compared to those in institutional care. 

 
2. Sense of Belonging and Identity : 

o Being part of a family helps children develop a strong sense of 
identity and belonging, which is vital for their overall well-

being. Families provide the cultural, social, and emotional 
support that children need to integrate into society effectively. 
Studies have demonstrated that children who grow up in family 

environments have a stronger sense of belonging and better 
social integration. 

 
3. Individualized Attention and Care : 

o In family settings, children receive individualized attention and 
care that is often difficult to achieve in institutional settings 

due to higher child-to-caregiver ratios. This personalized care 
ensures that the unique needs and circumstances of each child 
are addressed. Research indicates that individualized attention 

in family settings leads to better developmental outcomes and 
higher levels of well-being. 

 
4. Community Integration and Social Skills : 

o Adoption and family reunification facilitate better integration 
into the community, allowing children to develop essential 

social skills and participate in community life. This integration 
reduces the stigma associated with being orphaned and helps 
children build a network of support beyond the immediate 

family. Studies highlight the importance of community 
involvement in the social development of children, especially in 

post-war settings. 
 

5. Long-Term Stability and Security : 
o Family-based care provides long-term stability and security, 

which are crucial for the development of trust and a sense of 
permanence. Children who grow up in families are more likely 
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to experience consistent, loving care throughout their lives, 
leading to better long-term outcomes. Research supports the 

view that permanent family placements offer more stability and 
security than institutional care, contributing to better future 

prospects for children. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B 

While adoption and family reunification provide emotional bonds and a 

sense of belonging, they often face significant legal, cultural, and logistical 
barriers in Gaza. The stability and comprehensive support services offered 

by long-term orphanage residency are crucial for addressing the immediate 
and complex needs of children traumatized by Israeli aggression and 
occupation. Orphanages can ensure consistent access to education, 

healthcare, and professional psychological support, which might not be 
guaranteed in family placements. Furthermore, the professional care and 

peer interactions in orphanages foster a supportive community that can 

help children heal and develop in a structured environment. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While long-term orphanage residency provides stability and comprehensive 
support services, it often lacks the individualized attention and emotional 

bonds that are crucial for a child's development. Adoption and family 
reunification efforts, despite their challenges, offer a nurturing environment 
where children can form secure attachments and a strong sense of identity. 

Family-based care provides long-term stability and a permanent home, 
which are essential for the psychological and emotional well-being of 

orphaned children. The personalized care in family settings ensures that 
each child's unique needs are addressed, promoting better developmental 

outcomes and social integration. 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on the best care model for orphaned children in Gaza 

highlights two contrasting yet essential approaches: long-term orphanage 
residency and adoption or family reunification efforts. Advocate A 
emphasizes the benefits of long-term orphanage residency, which provides 

stability, comprehensive support services, and professional care crucial for 
the recovery and development of children traumatized by Israeli aggression 
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and occupation. This approach ensures consistent access to education, 

healthcare, and psychological support in a structured environment. 

 On the other hand, Advocate B argues that adoption and family 

reunification offer superior emotional and psychological benefits, providing 
children with secure attachments, a sense of belonging, and individualized 

care. Family-based care fosters long-term stability and integration into the 
community, promoting better developmental outcomes and social skills. 
Both perspectives underscore the need to balance immediate, structured 

support with the profound, lasting benefits of a nurturing family 
environment, aiming to provide orphaned children with the best possible 

foundation for their future. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration 

1. How can we ensure that orphaned children in Gaza receive both 

stability and emotional support in their care environments? 
2. What strategies can be implemented to overcome the barriers to 

adoption and family reunification in Gaza? 
3. How can orphanages and family-based care models be integrated to 

provide the best outcomes for orphaned children? 


