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Debates 

Our debate series generated by trained AI and reviewed by domain 
experts, explores diverse perspectives on pivotal issues shaping Gaza's 

future. Each debate fosters deep dialogue, presenting balanced viewpoints 
on key policies and strategies to support the nation's recovery and 

rebuilding efforts. By illuminating the complexities of challenges and 
opportunities facing Gaza, these debates enhance informed decision-

making among stakeholders including government bodies, local 

organizations, academia, think tanks, and international partners. This 
dynamic exchange of ideas not only promotes critical thinking but also 

equips participants with the insights needed to make strategic decisions 

and develop innovative solutions for national advancement. 

We hope, once verified, localized and adapted, it will lower the  

"COST TO THINK & START" PLANNING FOR BUILDING GAZA FUTURE 
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Debate Topic 1: Importing Food Supplies vs. Local 

Food Production 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

Food security in Gaza remains a critical issue exacerbated by Israel's 

ongoing occupation, blockades, and limited resources. The debate over 

whether to focus on importing food supplies or enhancing local food 

production is pivotal. On one hand, importing food supplies can provide 

immediate relief and ensure a stable food supply despite local production 

challenges. On the other hand, prioritizing local food production can foster 

self-sufficiency, create jobs, and build a resilient agricultural sector. This 

debate explores the complexities and implications of both strategies in the 

context of Gaza’s unique socio-economic and environmental landscape. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Context of the Occupation and Blockades: Israel’s occupation and 

blockades on Gaza have severely restricted the movement of goods, 

including food and agricultural inputs, leading to significant food 

insecurity. As of 2023, around 68% of Gaza’s population is food 

insecure, according to the World Food Programme (WFP). 

2. Challenges of Importing Food Supplies: Importing food supplies into 

Gaza is fraught with difficulties, including delays at border crossings, 

restrictions on types and quantities of goods allowed, and high costs 

associated with transport and tariffs. These factors often lead to 

shortages and increased food prices, making it difficult for many 

residents to afford basic necessities. 

3. Immediate Relief Through Imports: Despite the challenges, importing 

food can provide immediate relief in emergencies. During periods of 

heightened military aggression, such as Israel's war on Gaza in 2021, 

international aid and imported food supplies were crucial in 

preventing widespread famine. 

4. Dependency on External Aid: Reliance on imported food and 

international aid can create a dependency that undermines local food 

production. Over time, this can weaken Gaza’s agricultural sector, 

reduce job opportunities, and stifle economic growth. According to 
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Oxfam, over 80% of Gaza’s population relies on humanitarian 

assistance. 

5. Advantages of Local Food Production: Enhancing local food 

production can lead to greater self-sufficiency and resilience. Local 

agriculture can create jobs, stimulate the economy, and reduce 

dependency on external sources. It can also ensure a more stable 

and culturally appropriate food supply. 

6. Water Scarcity and Agricultural Challenges: Local food production in 

Gaza faces significant hurdles, including water scarcity, land 

degradation, and limited access to agricultural inputs due to the 

blockade. Innovative solutions, such as desalination, wastewater 

reuse, and hydroponics, are needed to overcome these challenges. A 

2022 report by the FAO highlights the potential of these 

technologies in improving Gaza's agricultural output. 

7. Economic Benefits of Local Production: Investing in local agriculture 

can boost the local economy. According to the Palestinian Central 

Bureau of Statistics, agriculture contributed around 6% to Gaza’s 

GDP in 2022. With better support, this sector has the potential to 

grow significantly and provide more employment opportunities. 

8. Food Sovereignty: Local food production is also a matter of food 

sovereignty, allowing Gazans to control their own food systems and 

make decisions that best suit their needs. This can enhance 

community resilience and strengthen social cohesion. 

9. Sustainable Agriculture Practices: Emphasizing sustainable agriculture 

practices, such as organic farming, agroecology, and permaculture, 

can improve soil health, increase biodiversity, and ensure long-term 

food security. These practices are particularly important in Gaza’s 

fragile environment. A 2023 study by the International Journal of 

Agricultural Sustainability underscores the benefits of these practices 

in conflict-affected areas. 

10. Balancing Imports and Local Production: A balanced approach that 

combines strategic imports with strong support for local agriculture 

may be the most effective way to achieve food security in Gaza. This 

requires coordinated efforts from local authorities, international 

organizations, and the community. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Importing Food Supplies  
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Introduction Advocate A supports the strategy of importing food supplies 

to address the immediate and severe food insecurity in Gaza. Given the 

current circumstances, reliance on imports is seen as a necessary measure 

to ensure that the population has access to essential food items. 

1. Immediate Food Relief 

o Importing food supplies provides immediate relief to the 

population, which is crucial given the high levels of food 

insecurity exacerbated by Israel's war on Gaza and ongoing 

blockades. The World Food Programme reports that around 

68% of Gaza’s population is food insecure, necessitating 

urgent action to prevent hunger and malnutrition. 

2. Overcoming Agricultural Limitations  

o Gaza faces significant agricultural challenges, including limited 

arable land, water scarcity, and destruction of agricultural 

infrastructure due to military actions. The 2022 FAO report 

highlights that the local agricultural sector is unable to meet 

the food demands of the population under these conditions, 

making imports essential. 

3. Stabilizing Food Prices 

o Imports can help stabilize food prices by increasing the 

availability of food supplies, thus reducing the inflationary 

pressure on food costs. This is particularly important in a 

context where restricted supply routes often lead to high 

prices and unaffordable food for many families. According to 

Oxfam, food prices in Gaza have increased by up to 30% due 

to blockades. 

4. Preventing Malnutrition 

o Importing a diverse range of food supplies ensures that the 

population has access to a variety of nutrients necessary for 

preventing malnutrition. The UNRWA has documented rising 

cases of malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies among 

children in Gaza, underscoring the need for a varied diet that 

imports can help provide. 

5. Support During Crisis Periods 

o During periods of heightened military aggression, such as the 

2021 war, local food production is often disrupted, making 
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imports the only viable solution to prevent a humanitarian 

crisis. The International Committee of the Red Cross has 

emphasized the importance of ensuring continued food 

imports during such emergencies to protect civilian lives. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Local Food Production  

Introduction Advocate B argues that focusing on local food production is 

essential for achieving long-term food security and self-sufficiency in Gaza. 

Investing in local agriculture can help build a resilient food system that can 

withstand external shocks and reduce dependency on imports. 

1. Building Self-Sufficiency 

o Local food production fosters self-sufficiency, reducing Gaza's 

dependency on external sources of food. This is crucial in the 

face of unpredictable political conditions and blockades that 

can disrupt food imports at any time. The Palestinian 

Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC) emphasize that self-

sufficiency strengthens food sovereignty and local control over 

food systems. 

2. Economic Benefits and Job Creation 

o Investing in local agriculture can significantly boost the local 

economy and create jobs. The agricultural sector, when 

properly supported, has the potential to employ a large 

number of people, from farmers to those involved in the supply 

chain. According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 

the agricultural sector employed around 12% of Gaza’s 

workforce in 2022, highlighting its importance for economic 

stability. 

3. Utilizing Sustainable Practices 

o Emphasizing sustainable agricultural practices, such as organic 

farming and permaculture, can improve soil health and 

increase resilience to environmental changes. The International 

Journal of Agricultural Sustainability reports that these 

practices are particularly effective in fragile environments like 

Gaza, where soil degradation and water scarcity are major 

issues. 

4. Enhancing Food Quality and Nutrition 
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o Locally produced food can be fresher and more nutritious 

compared to imported food that has been in transit for long 

periods. Supporting local production of fruits, vegetables, and 

dairy can ensure that the population has access to high-quality, 

nutritious food. A study by the Palestinian Ministry of Health 

found that locally produced foods often have higher nutritional 

value and lower levels of preservatives compared to imported 

alternatives. 

5. Resilience to External Shocks 

o Developing a robust local agricultural sector can help Gaza 

withstand external shocks, such as future blockades or military 

actions, that may disrupt import routes. The FAO’s 2022 

report underscores the importance of building local resilience 

to ensure continuous food supply during crises. Local 

production reduces the risk associated with dependence on 

volatile external sources. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

While the emphasis on local food production and self-sufficiency is 

commendable, Advocate A argues that the current realities of Gaza make 

this approach impractical in the short term. The severe limitations on 

arable land, water resources, and ongoing destruction from military actions 

hinder the ability to meet immediate food needs through local production 

alone. Additionally, the infrastructure required for sustainable practices and 

significant agricultural investment is currently lacking due to the blockades 

and economic constraints. Therefore, importing food supplies remains 

essential for addressing the urgent food insecurity and ensuring that the 

population receives adequate nutrition and stability while long-term 

strategies for local agriculture are developed and implemented. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

Advocate B acknowledges the immediate benefits of importing food 

supplies but contends that overreliance on imports exacerbates Gaza's 

long-term vulnerabilities. The persistent dependency undermines local 

agricultural development and economic self-sufficiency, making Gaza 

perpetually vulnerable to external political and economic pressures. By 

investing in local food production, even amidst the challenges posed by 
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blockades and military actions, Gaza can build a resilient agricultural sector 

that not only provides employment but also ensures sustainable food 

security. Advocate B emphasizes that empowering local farmers and 

utilizing innovative agricultural techniques can gradually reduce the 

dependency on imports, fostering a more stable and self-reliant 

community. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate between importing food supplies and focusing on local food 

production highlights the urgent and complex nature of addressing food 

security in Gaza. Advocate A argues that importing food is essential for 

immediate relief, ensuring that the population receives necessary nutrition 

amidst the severe restrictions and ongoing blockades. This approach is 

seen as vital to stabilizing food prices, preventing malnutrition, and 

providing a buffer during periods of heightened military aggression.  

However, Advocate B counters that long-term dependency on imports 

weakens Gaza's resilience and economic self-sufficiency. By investing in 

local agriculture, Gaza can build a robust and sustainable food system that 

creates jobs, supports economic growth, and enhances food sovereignty. 

Despite the significant challenges posed by limited resources and 

destruction from military actions, innovative and sustainable farming 

practices can be developed to gradually reduce the reliance on imported 

food. The moderator underscores that a balanced approach, integrating 

immediate relief through imports with strategic investments in local 

agriculture, may offer the most viable path to achieving comprehensive 

food security in Gaza. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance immediate food imports with local food 

production? 

2. What new farming methods can help Gaza deal with water and land 

issues? 

3. How can international aid support both food relief and local farming 

in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 2: Traditional Farming vs. Modern 

Techniques 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The agricultural sector in Gaza is crucial for food security but faces 

significant challenges due to limited resources, blockades, and damage 

from Israel's war in Gaza. The debate between traditional farming methods 

and modern agricultural techniques is pivotal in determining the most 

effective way to enhance food production and sustainability. Traditional 

farming relies on practices that have been passed down through 

generations and are well-suited to local conditions. In contrast, modern 

techniques, such as hydroponics, aquaponics, and precision agriculture, 

promise higher yields and more efficient use of resources. This debate 

explores the benefits and drawbacks of each approach in the context of 

Gaza's unique environmental and socio-economic challenges. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Historical Context and Traditional Practices : Traditional farming in 

Gaza has deep roots, utilizing techniques and crops that are well-

adapted to the local climate and soil conditions. These practices 

include crop rotation, intercropping, and the use of organic 

fertilizers. Historically, these methods have sustained local 

communities, ensuring food availability and cultural continuity. 

2. Impact of Blockades and Military Actions: The ongoing blockades and 

military actions have severely affected Gaza's agricultural sector. 

According to a 2023 report by the United Nations, over 30% of 

Gaza’s arable land and 50% of its agricultural infrastructure have 

been damaged or destroyed. This makes it difficult for traditional 

farming methods to meet current food demands. 

3. Resource Scarcity: Gaza faces significant resource constraints, 

particularly in terms of water availability. Traditional farming methods 

often require substantial water inputs, which are not sustainable 

given Gaza’s limited and heavily contaminated water resources. A 

2022 report by the Palestinian Water Authority highlights that over 

97% of Gaza’s groundwater is unfit for human consumption, 

complicating irrigation efforts. 
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4. Advantages of Modern Techniques: Modern agricultural techniques, 

such as hydroponics and aquaponics, use significantly less water 

compared to traditional methods. These techniques also allow for 

higher crop yields in smaller areas, making them suitable for Gaza’s 

densely populated environment. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) has documented successful hydroponic projects 

in Gaza that have improved food security and provided employment. 

5. Economic Viability: While modern techniques require initial 

investments in technology and infrastructure, they can be 

economically viable in the long run. The International Finance 

Corporation (IFC) suggests that modern agricultural technologies can 

reduce production costs and increase profitability through higher 

yields and reduced water usage. 

6. Sustainability and Environmental Impact: Traditional farming methods 

are generally more sustainable and environmentally friendly, relying 

on organic inputs and preserving biodiversity. In contrast, some 

modern techniques may rely on synthetic inputs that could have 

long-term environmental impacts. However, innovations in 

sustainable modern farming practices, such as vertical farming and 

organic hydroponics, are addressing these concerns. 

7. Cultural and Social Factors: Traditional farming is deeply embedded 

in Gaza’s cultural and social fabric, providing not just food but also a 

sense of identity and community. Shifting to modern techniques may 

disrupt these traditional practices and the social structures they 

support. 

8. Training and Knowledge Transfer : The successful implementation of 

modern agricultural techniques requires training and knowledge 

transfer. Programs aimed at educating local farmers about these new 

methods are crucial. According to the FAO, initiatives in Gaza that 

combine traditional knowledge with modern practices have shown 

promising results. 

9. Resilience to External Shocks: Modern techniques can make Gaza’s 

agricultural sector more resilient to external shocks, such as future 

blockades or military actions. By reducing dependency on external 

water sources and maximizing land use efficiency, modern agriculture 

can enhance food security even under adverse conditions. 

10. Integrated Approach: A balanced approach that integrates 

traditional farming wisdom with modern agricultural innovations 
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could offer the best solution for Gaza. This hybrid model can 

preserve cultural heritage while leveraging technological 

advancements to overcome current challenges and improve food 

security. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Traditional Farming  

Introduction Advocate A supports the continuation and enhancement of 

traditional farming methods in Gaza, arguing that these practices are 

sustainable, culturally significant, and well-suited to the region's unique 

conditions. 

1. Cultural and Historical Significance : Traditional farming methods are 

deeply embedded in Gaza’s cultural heritage and social structures. 

These methods have been passed down through generations and are 

integral to the community’s identity. Maintaining traditional farming 

supports cultural continuity and preserves valuable indigenous 

knowledge. According to the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture, 

these practices have historically sustained local communities, 

ensuring food security and social cohesion. 

2. Environmental Sustainability : Traditional farming practices are 

generally more environmentally sustainable. They rely on organic 

inputs, promote biodiversity, and improve soil health. For instance, 

crop rotation and intercropping, common in traditional farming, 

enhance soil fertility and reduce pest outbreaks without relying on 

chemical fertilizers and pesticides. A study by the International 

Journal of Agricultural Sustainability highlights that these methods 

can maintain ecological balance and long-term agricultural 

productivity, which is crucial in Gaza’s fragile environment. 

3. Resource Efficiency: Traditional farming can be more resource-

efficient, particularly when it comes to water use. Techniques such as 

dry farming and the use of organic mulch to retain soil moisture are 

well-suited to Gaza’s arid climate. Given the severe water scarcity 

and the fact that over 97% of Gaza’s groundwater is unfit for human 

consumption, these water-conserving practices are vital. The 

Palestinian Water Authority supports the use of such traditional 

methods to address water limitations effectively. 

4. Economic Accessibility : Traditional farming methods require fewer 

financial resources compared to modern techniques. The initial setup 
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costs for hydroponics, aquaponics, and other modern systems can be 

prohibitively high for many local farmers. In contrast, traditional 

farming utilizes locally available materials and requires minimal 

financial investment, making it accessible to a broader segment of 

the population. The FAO emphasizes the importance of supporting 

low-cost agricultural methods to enhance food security in 

economically constrained areas like Gaza. 

5. Community Resilience and Social Stability : Traditional farming fosters 

community resilience and social stability. It encourages communal 

work, knowledge sharing, and mutual support among farmers. This 

social fabric is essential in times of crisis, such as during blockades 

or military actions, as it enables communities to work together to 

overcome challenges. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency 

(UNRWA) reports that community-based farming initiatives have been 

successful in building resilience and providing support networks in 

Gaza. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Modern Techniques  

Introduction Advocate B supports the adoption of modern agricultural 

techniques in Gaza, arguing that these methods can significantly enhance 

food production, resource efficiency, and overall sustainability. 

1. Increased Productivity and Yields: Modern agricultural techniques, 

such as hydroponics, aquaponics, and vertical farming, offer 

significantly higher yields compared to traditional farming methods. 

These techniques can produce up to ten times more food per unit 

area. A 2022 report by the FAO highlights the success of hydroponic 

projects in Gaza, where farmers have achieved high productivity 

despite limited space and resources. 

2. Water Efficiency: Modern techniques are highly water-efficient, a 

critical factor in Gaza where water scarcity is a severe issue. 

Hydroponics, for instance, uses up to 90% less water than traditional 

soil-based agriculture. According to the Palestinian Water Authority, 

integrating hydroponics and aquaponics can help mitigate the 

impacts of water scarcity, ensuring a more reliable food supply even 

under current water constraints. 

3. Resilience to Environmental Challenges: Modern farming methods 

can be more resilient to environmental challenges, such as soil 
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degradation and contamination. Vertical farming and controlled 

environment agriculture (CEA) eliminate the need for arable land, 

allowing food production in urban areas and unused spaces. The 

International Journal of Agricultural Sustainability notes that these 

methods can help overcome the adverse effects of military actions on 

agricultural land by creating secure, controlled environments for food 

production. 

4. Economic Potential : Investing in modern agricultural technologies 

can open new economic opportunities for Gaza. These technologies 

can attract investments, create high-tech agricultural jobs, and 

integrate Gaza into global agricultural innovation networks. The 

World Bank has reported that modern agricultural practices could 

significantly boost Gaza’s GDP by increasing agricultural productivity 

and exports. 

5. Food Security and Independence : Modern techniques can enhance 

Gaza’s food security and reduce dependency on food imports. By 

increasing local production capacity, Gaza can become more self-

reliant and resilient to external shocks such as blockades and 

economic restrictions. The FAO’s 2022 report suggests that modern 

agricultural technologies can help Gaza achieve greater food 

sovereignty and reduce the risk of food shortages during crises. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

Advocate A acknowledges the potential benefits of modern agricultural 

techniques but argues that these methods are not feasible for many 

farmers in Gaza due to high initial costs and technical knowledge 

requirements. Additionally, traditional farming practices, deeply rooted in 

the community, are more accessible and better suited to the socio-

economic conditions of Gaza. While modern techniques promise higher 

yields and water efficiency, the significant investment needed and the lack 

of infrastructure and resources make their widespread adoption 

challenging. Thus, Advocate A believes that enhancing and supporting 

traditional methods, which are sustainable and culturally integrated, 

remains the more practical and immediate solution for Gaza’s food security 

issues. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 
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Advocate B acknowledges the importance of traditional farming practices 

but emphasizes that the severe limitations imposed by Israel's blockades 

and military actions necessitate the adoption of modern agricultural 

techniques for Gaza’s survival and progress. While traditional methods are 

culturally significant, they cannot alone meet the increasing food demands 

due to resource constraints and environmental degradation. Modern 

techniques, despite their initial costs, offer long-term solutions with higher 

productivity, better water efficiency, and resilience to environmental 

challenges. Advocate B argues that investing in education and 

infrastructure to support these technologies is essential for creating a 

sustainable and self-reliant agricultural sector in Gaza. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on traditional farming versus modern techniques in Gaza's 

agriculture highlights critical aspects of food security and sustainability. 

Advocate A supports traditional farming methods, emphasizing their 

cultural significance, environmental sustainability, resource efficiency, 

economic accessibility, and the role they play in community resilience. 

These practices have sustained Gaza for generations and are deeply rooted 

in the local culture and social fabric.  

However, Advocate B argues for the adoption of modern agricultural 

techniques, citing their potential for significantly higher yields, better water 

efficiency, resilience to environmental challenges, and economic potential. 

Modern methods like hydroponics and aquaponics, although requiring 

initial investments, promise long-term solutions to Gaza's food security 

issues by maximizing productivity and reducing dependency on imports. 

The debate underscores the need for a balanced approach that integrates 

traditional wisdom with modern innovations to build a resilient and 

sustainable agricultural sector in Gaza. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza integrate traditional farming methods with modern 

techniques to improve food security? 

2. What steps can be taken to make modern agricultural technologies 

more accessible to local farmers in Gaza? 
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3. How can international support be structured to promote both 

traditional and modern agricultural practices in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 3: Genetically Modified Crops vs. 

Organic Farming 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The agricultural landscape in Gaza faces numerous challenges, from limited 

arable land and water scarcity to the impacts of Israel's blockades and 

military actions. Within this context, the debate between genetically 

modified (GM) crops and organic farming is crucial. GM crops promise 

higher yields, pest resistance, and adaptability to harsh conditions, 

potentially offering a solution to Gaza's food insecurity. On the other hand, 

organic farming emphasizes sustainability, environmental health, and food 

safety, aligning with traditional practices and community values. This 

debate examines the merits and drawbacks of each approach in addressing 

Gaza's unique agricultural and food security needs. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Context of Agricultural Challenges: Gaza's agriculture faces severe 

challenges due to limited arable land, water scarcity, and the 

destruction of infrastructure from Israel's military actions. The 2023 

report by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) highlights that approximately 35% of 

Gaza's agricultural land has been damaged or rendered inaccessible, 

exacerbating food insecurity. 

2. Potential of Genetically Modified (GM) Crops: GM crops are 

engineered to resist pests, tolerate harsh environmental conditions, 

and increase yields. These traits could be particularly beneficial in 

Gaza, where agricultural resources are scarce, and traditional crops 

often suffer from pests and poor soil conditions. According to the 

FAO, GM crops can produce up to 20-30% higher yields compared 

to conventional crops, which can significantly boost food production 

in resource-limited settings like Gaza. 

3. Resource Efficiency and GM Crops: GM crops can reduce the need for 

chemical pesticides and fertilizers, which are costly and often 

unavailable due to blockades. Crops engineered for pest resistance 

can lower the dependency on chemical inputs, reducing costs and 

potential environmental damage. A 2022 study by the International 
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Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) indicates that GM crops can 

lead to a 50% reduction in pesticide use, making agriculture more 

sustainable and less dependent on external inputs. 

4. Economic Considerations: The adoption of GM crops can potentially 

attract international funding and investment into Gaza's agricultural 

sector. However, the initial costs of GM seeds and the required 

technology for their cultivation might be prohibitive for many local 

farmers. The International Journal of Agricultural Sustainability 

suggests that subsidies and international aid can help offset these 

initial costs, making GM crops more accessible to farmers in Gaza. 

5. Health and Environmental Concerns of GM Crops: Critics argue that 

GM crops might pose health risks and could lead to environmental 

issues such as loss of biodiversity. Long-term studies on the health 

impacts of GM foods are limited, and there is a need for rigorous, 

independent research. Additionally, cross-contamination with non-

GM crops and wild species could have unforeseen ecological 

consequences, as noted by a 2023 report from Greenpeace. 

6. Advantages of Organic Farming: Organic farming emphasizes 

sustainability, environmental health, and food safety. It avoids 

synthetic chemicals, relying instead on natural inputs and practices 

like crop rotation, composting, and biological pest control. Organic 

farming methods can help maintain soil health and biodiversity, 

which are crucial for long-term agricultural productivity. According to 

the Soil Association, organic farming can increase soil organic matter 

by up to 30%, enhancing water retention and resilience to drought. 

7. Community and Cultural Alignment: Organic farming aligns with 

traditional practices and values, making it more culturally acceptable 

and easier to adopt for local farmers. It also supports food 

sovereignty, allowing communities to control their food systems and 

reduce dependency on external inputs. The Palestinian Agricultural 

Relief Committees (PARC) highlight successful organic farming 

initiatives in Gaza that have strengthened community resilience and 

provided economic opportunities. 

8. Economic Viability of Organic Farming: While organic farming might 

have lower initial costs compared to GM crops, it typically requires 

more labor and management. This can be both a challenge and an 

opportunity, as it creates jobs but also demands more from farmers 

in terms of time and effort. Market demand for organic products, 
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particularly from international markets, can provide premium prices 

that offset these higher labor costs, as reported by the International 

Trade Centre. 

9. Health and Environmental Benefits of Organic Farming : Organic 

farming avoids the potential health risks associated with GM crops 

and chemical pesticides. It promotes a healthier environment by 

enhancing biodiversity and reducing pollution. The Environmental 

Working Group (EWG) states that organic farming practices can 

significantly reduce the presence of harmful chemicals in food and 

the environment, contributing to better public health and ecological 

balance. 

10. Balancing Approaches: A balanced approach that integrates the 

benefits of GM technology with the principles of organic farming 

could offer a viable path forward for Gaza. This hybrid model could 

leverage the high yields and pest resistance of GM crops while 

maintaining the sustainability and environmental benefits of organic 

practices. Developing policies and frameworks that support both 

approaches could enhance food security and resilience in Gaza. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Genetically Modified Crops  

Introduction Advocate A argues that genetically modified (GM) crops offer 

a viable solution to the severe food insecurity and agricultural challenges 

faced by Gaza. The adoption of GM technology can significantly enhance 

crop yields, improve resource efficiency, and increase resilience against 

environmental stressors. 

1. Higher Yields and Food Security : GM crops are engineered to 

produce higher yields, which is critical for addressing food shortages 

in Gaza. According to a 2022 report by the FAO, GM crops can yield 

up to 30% more than conventional varieties. This increase in 

productivity can help mitigate the impacts of Israel's blockades and 

military actions, ensuring a more stable and sufficient food supply for 

the population. 

2. Pest and Disease Resistance : GM crops can be engineered to resist 

pests and diseases that are prevalent in Gaza’s agricultural 

landscape. This reduces the need for chemical pesticides, which are 

often expensive and hard to obtain due to the blockades. The 

International Journal of Pest Management reported that Bt cotton, a 
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type of GM crop, has significantly reduced pest-related crop losses in 

various regions, suggesting similar benefits could be realized in 

Gaza. 

3. Drought and Salinity Tolerance: Gaza’s water scarcity and soil salinity 

are major barriers to successful farming. GM crops can be developed 

to tolerate drought and high salinity, making them suitable for 

Gaza’s harsh growing conditions. A study by the Journal of 

Experimental Botany (2021) found that GM maize varieties with 

enhanced drought tolerance performed significantly better in water-

limited environments, which could translate to improved crop 

performance in Gaza. 

4. Economic Benefits: The economic potential of GM crops includes 

increased income for farmers through higher yields and reduced 

costs for pesticides and fertilizers. Moreover, the adoption of GM 

crops can attract international investment and funding aimed at 

modernizing Gaza’s agricultural sector. The World Bank’s 2023 

report on biotechnology in agriculture highlights the economic gains 

from GM crop adoption in low-resource settings. 

5. Environmental Sustainability : By reducing the need for chemical 

inputs, GM crops can contribute to a more sustainable agricultural 

system. The reduction in pesticide and fertilizer use lowers the 

environmental footprint of farming practices. A 2022 study by 

Nature Sustainability reported that GM crops have led to a 37% 

reduction in chemical pesticide use globally, suggesting substantial 

environmental benefits for Gaza. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Organic Farming  

Introduction Advocate B supports organic farming as a sustainable and 

culturally appropriate solution for Gaza. Organic farming not only 

addresses food security but also promotes environmental health and social 

cohesion, aligning with Gaza’s unique challenges and values. 

1. Environmental Health and Sustainability : Organic farming avoids 

synthetic chemicals, relying on natural inputs and practices like 

composting, crop rotation, and biological pest control. This approach 

maintains soil health, enhances biodiversity, and reduces pollution. 

The International Journal of Agricultural Sustainability highlights that 

organic farming can increase soil organic matter by up to 30%, 
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improving soil fertility and water retention—critical in Gaza's arid 

environment. 

2. Cultural and Community Alignment: Organic farming is deeply rooted 

in traditional practices and values, making it more culturally 

acceptable and easier to adopt for local farmers. It supports food 

sovereignty, allowing communities to control their food systems and 

reduce dependency on external inputs. The Palestinian Agricultural 

Relief Committees (PARC) have successfully implemented organic 

farming initiatives that strengthen community resilience and provide 

economic opportunities. 

3. Health Benefits: Organic farming produces food free from synthetic 

pesticides and fertilizers, reducing health risks associated with 

chemical residues. A 2023 report by the Environmental Working 

Group (EWG) states that organic foods have lower levels of pesticide 

residues compared to conventional foods, contributing to better 

public health. This is particularly important in Gaza, where health 

infrastructure is strained due to ongoing blockades and military 

actions. 

4. Economic Viability and Market Potential : While organic farming might 

require more labor and management, it creates jobs and offers 

economic opportunities. Market demand for organic products, both 

locally and internationally, can provide premium prices that offset 

higher labor costs. The International Trade Centre reports that 

organic products often fetch 20-30% higher prices in global 

markets, offering a lucrative opportunity for Gaza’s farmers. 

5. Resilience and Adaptability : Organic farming practices enhance 

resilience to environmental stresses by promoting biodiversity and 

ecological balance. Techniques such as crop rotation and 

intercropping can reduce pest outbreaks and improve crop yields 

without relying on chemical inputs. The FAO’s 2022 report 

underscores that organic farming practices are particularly effective 

in fragile environments, helping communities adapt to changing 

conditions and external shocks. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

Advocate A acknowledges the environmental and health benefits of 

organic farming but argues that it cannot sufficiently address the urgent 
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food security needs in Gaza due to lower yields and higher labor 

requirements. Given the severe resource constraints and the impacts of 

Israel's blockades and military actions, GM crops offer a more viable 

solution by providing higher productivity, pest and drought resistance, and 

reduced dependency on chemical inputs. While organic farming aligns with 

cultural practices, the immediate priority should be on scalable solutions 

that can significantly enhance food production and economic resilience in 

the face of ongoing adversities. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

Advocate B recognizes the potential of GM crops to increase yields and 

address immediate food shortages but emphasizes the long-term 

sustainability and health benefits of organic farming, which are crucial for 

Gaza's future. Organic practices support environmental health, reduce 

dependency on external inputs, and preserve local biodiversity, making 

them more resilient to external shocks like blockades and military actions. 

Furthermore, the premium market potential for organic products can 

provide significant economic benefits. Thus, while GM crops offer short-

term gains, organic farming represents a holistic approach that aligns with 

Gaza's socio-economic and environmental needs. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on genetically modified (GM) crops versus organic farming in 

Gaza presents two contrasting approaches to enhancing food security and 

agricultural sustainability. Advocate A supports GM crops for their higher 

yields, pest and disease resistance, and adaptability to harsh conditions, 

which are crucial given the severe limitations imposed by Israel's blockades 

and military actions. GM crops promise increased productivity and 

economic benefits, offering a scalable solution to Gaza’s food insecurity. 

On the other hand, Advocate B champions organic farming for its 

environmental sustainability, health benefits, and cultural alignment. 

Organic farming avoids synthetic chemicals, promotes biodiversity, and 

supports food sovereignty, making it more resilient to external shocks and 

aligning with Gaza's traditional practices. While GM crops offer immediate 

gains, organic farming provides long-term sustainability and economic 

opportunities through premium market potential. The debate underscores 

the need for a balanced approach that integrates the high productivity of 
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GM crops with the sustainability and health benefits of organic practices, 

creating a resilient and self-reliant agricultural sector in Gaza. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance the immediate benefits of GM crops with the 

long-term sustainability of organic farming? 

2. What steps can be taken to make both GM technology and organic 

farming practices accessible to local farmers in Gaza? 

3. How can international support be structured to promote the 

integration of GM and organic farming methods in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 4: Rebuilding Agricultural 

Infrastructure vs. Investing in New Food 

Technologies 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

In the aftermath of Israel's wars and ongoing blockades, Gaza’s agricultural 

sector has been severely impacted, with significant damage to 

infrastructure and limited access to resources. The debate between 

rebuilding traditional agricultural infrastructure and investing in new food 

technologies is crucial for the region’s food security and economic 

recovery. Rebuilding infrastructure focuses on restoring essential systems 

such as irrigation networks, greenhouses, and storage facilities. Conversely, 

investing in new food technologies, such as hydroponics, aquaponics, and 

vertical farming, aims to modernize agriculture, making it more efficient 

and resilient. This debate explores the potential benefits and drawbacks of 

each approach within the unique context of Gaza's challenges and 

opportunities. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Current State of Agricultural Infrastructure : Gaza's agricultural 

infrastructure has been severely damaged due to Israel's wars and 

ongoing blockades. According to a 2023 report by the United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 

significant portions of Gaza’s irrigation systems, greenhouses, and 

storage facilities have been destroyed or are in disrepair. Rebuilding 

these systems is essential for restoring traditional farming operations 

and ensuring a stable food supply. 

2. Importance of Rebuilding Infrastructure : Rebuilding agricultural 

infrastructure can provide immediate benefits by restoring the 

capacity for traditional farming. This includes repairing irrigation 

systems, rebuilding greenhouses, and improving storage facilities to 

reduce post-harvest losses. The Palestinian Central Bureau of 

Statistics reports that improving infrastructure can significantly 

enhance productivity and reduce the cost of food production, which 

is crucial for food security in Gaza. 
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3. Economic and Employment Benefits: Rebuilding infrastructure can 

create jobs and stimulate the local economy. The reconstruction 

process itself requires labor, providing employment opportunities for 

Gaza’s population. Furthermore, a functioning agricultural 

infrastructure supports local farmers, helping them to produce and 

market their crops more effectively. The World Bank highlights that 

infrastructure development is key to economic recovery in post-

conflict regions. 

4. Challenges of Rebuilding: Rebuilding agricultural infrastructure in 

Gaza faces numerous challenges, including the ongoing blockade, 

limited financial resources, and recurrent destruction from military 

actions. The FAO's 2022 report indicates that the cost of rebuilding 

can be prohibitive without substantial international support and 

investment. 

5. Advantages of New Food Technologies: Investing in new food 

technologies, such as hydroponics, aquaponics, and vertical farming, 

offers innovative solutions to Gaza’s agricultural challenges. These 

technologies can produce high yields with minimal land and water 

use, making them ideal for Gaza’s densely populated and resource-

scarce environment. A study by the International Journal of 

Agricultural Technology (2022) shows that hydroponic systems can 

yield up to 10 times more crops per square meter compared to 

traditional farming. 

6. Resource Efficiency: New food technologies are highly efficient in 

terms of water and nutrient use. Hydroponic and aquaponic systems 

recycle water and nutrients, significantly reducing the amount 

needed for crop production. Given Gaza’s critical water scarcity, 

these technologies provide a sustainable alternative to traditional 

irrigation methods. The Palestinian Water Authority supports the 

adoption of such technologies to address water limitations. 

7. Resilience to External Shocks: New food technologies can offer 

greater resilience to external shocks, such as future blockades or 

military actions. Controlled environment agriculture (CEA) systems, 

like vertical farming, protect crops from environmental hazards and 

can be implemented in urban settings or protected structures. This 

resilience is crucial for maintaining food production during periods of 

instability, as noted by the International Journal of Agricultural 

Sustainability. 
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8. Economic Potential : Investing in modern agricultural technologies can 

attract international funding and create new economic opportunities. 

These technologies can integrate Gaza into global agricultural 

innovation networks, potentially leading to exports and economic 

growth. The World Bank’s 2023 report on agricultural innovation 

highlights the economic benefits of adopting modern technologies in 

resource-limited settings. 

9. Training and Knowledge Transfer: Successful implementation of new 

food technologies requires training and knowledge transfer. 

Programs that educate local farmers and technicians on operating 

and maintaining these systems are essential. The FAO has reported 

success in training initiatives in Gaza, where farmers have adapted 

new technologies to local conditions. 

10. Balancing Traditional and Modern Approaches: A balanced 

approach that includes rebuilding essential infrastructure while 

investing in new food technologies could provide the most 

comprehensive solution for Gaza. This strategy would enhance 

immediate food production capacity while building a sustainable and 

resilient agricultural sector for the future. Policies that support both 

traditional and modern methods can ensure food security and 

economic stability in Gaza. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Rebuilding Agricultural 

Infrastructure 

Introduction Advocate A argues that rebuilding Gaza’s agricultural 

infrastructure is essential for immediate food security and long-term 

economic stability. This approach focuses on restoring the systems and 

facilities that traditional farming relies on, ensuring that the agricultural 

sector can function effectively. 

1. Restoring Irrigation Systems: Rebuilding damaged irrigation systems 

is crucial for resuming efficient water distribution to farmlands. 

According to the Palestinian Water Authority, over 50% of Gaza’s 

irrigation infrastructure has been destroyed or damaged due to 

military actions. Restoring these systems can significantly improve 

water management, reducing waste and ensuring that crops receive 

adequate hydration. 
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2. Reconstructing Greenhouses and Storage Facilities : Greenhouses and 

storage facilities are vital for protecting crops from environmental 

hazards and reducing post-harvest losses. The FAO’s 2023 report 

highlights that rehabilitating these structures can increase 

agricultural productivity and extend the shelf life of produce, thereby 

improving food security. Well-maintained storage facilities also 

prevent spoilage, ensuring that food remains available even during 

periods of disruption. 

3. Economic Revitalization: Rebuilding agricultural infrastructure can 

stimulate Gaza’s economy by creating jobs and supporting local 

businesses. The reconstruction process requires labor, providing 

employment opportunities for those affected by the occupation and 

blockades. Additionally, a functional agricultural sector supports local 

markets and contributes to economic recovery. The World Bank 

emphasizes that infrastructure development is critical for post-

conflict economic revitalization. 

4. Support for Local Farmers: Rebuilding infrastructure directly benefits 

local farmers, enabling them to resume and enhance their agricultural 

activities. This support is crucial for maintaining livelihoods and 

ensuring that families have a stable income. According to the 

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, agriculture is a significant 

source of employment and income for many households in Gaza, and 

restoring infrastructure can boost productivity and profitability. 

5. Immediate Food Security : Rebuilding infrastructure provides 

immediate improvements in food security by enabling traditional 

farming operations to resume quickly. This approach addresses the 

urgent need for food and reduces dependency on imports. A 2022 

study by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 

found that infrastructure rehabilitation significantly enhances food 

availability in post-conflict regions, underscoring its importance for 

Gaza. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Investing in New Food 

Technologies 

Introduction Advocate B supports the investment in new food technologies 

as a forward-looking solution to Gaza's food security challenges. These 

technologies offer innovative approaches that maximize resource efficiency, 
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increase productivity, and build resilience against the impacts of blockades 

and military actions. 

1. Maximizing Resource Efficiency : New food technologies, such as 

hydroponics and aquaponics, are designed to use water and 

nutrients more efficiently than traditional farming methods. Given 

Gaza’s severe water scarcity, these technologies can significantly 

reduce water usage while maintaining high crop yields. A 2023 

report by the International Water Management Institute (IWMI) 

highlights that hydroponic systems use up to 90% less water 

compared to conventional farming, making them ideal for arid 

regions like Gaza. 

2. Increasing Crop Yields: Modern agricultural technologies can produce 

higher yields per unit area, addressing the limited availability of 

arable land in Gaza. Vertical farming, for instance, allows for the 

cultivation of crops in stacked layers, maximizing the use of space. 

The FAO's 2022 report indicates that vertical farms can produce up 

to ten times the yield of traditional farms on the same land area, 

offering a viable solution to land scarcity. 

3. Resilience to Environmental and Political Shocks : Controlled 

environment agriculture (CEA) systems, such as greenhouses and 

vertical farms, protect crops from environmental hazards and 

external disruptions. These systems can be located in urban areas or 

secured facilities, reducing the vulnerability of agriculture to 

blockades and military actions. A study by the International Journal 

of Agricultural Sustainability (2022) underscores the resilience of 

CEA systems in conflict-affected regions, highlighting their potential 

to ensure continuous food production. 

4. Economic Opportunities and Innovation: Investing in new food 

technologies can attract international funding and foster innovation 

in Gaza’s agricultural sector. These technologies can integrate Gaza 

into global agricultural innovation networks, creating opportunities 

for research, development, and export. The World Bank’s 2023 

report on agricultural innovation suggests that such investments can 

drive economic growth and job creation, positioning Gaza as a 

leader in sustainable agriculture. 

5. Sustainable and Scalable Solutions: Modern food technologies offer 

sustainable solutions that can be scaled up to meet growing food 

demands. Techniques like hydroponics and aquaponics not only 
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conserve water and reduce the need for chemical inputs but also can 

be implemented in various settings, from small urban farms to large-

scale commercial operations. According to a 2022 study by the 

Journal of Cleaner Production, these technologies contribute to 

sustainable food systems by minimizing environmental impact and 

enhancing food security. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

Advocate A acknowledges the benefits of new food technologies but 

argues that the immediate priority should be on rebuilding Gaza's 

traditional agricultural infrastructure to provide quick and tangible 

improvements in food security. The high initial costs and technical 

expertise required for modern technologies pose significant barriers for 

widespread adoption in Gaza’s current economic context. Furthermore, 

rebuilding existing infrastructure can rapidly restore agricultural 

productivity and support local farmers, creating jobs and stabilizing the 

economy. Given the urgency of the food crisis and the ongoing impacts of 

blockades and military actions, focusing on rebuilding infrastructure offers 

a more practical and immediate solution. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

Advocate B agrees that rebuilding traditional agricultural infrastructure is 

important but contends that investing in new food technologies is essential 

for Gaza's long-term food security and resilience. Modern technologies like 

hydroponics and vertical farming address the severe limitations of water 

and arable land, providing sustainable and high-yield solutions that 

traditional methods cannot match. These innovations also offer greater 

protection against the impacts of blockades and military actions, ensuring 

continuous food production. While rebuilding infrastructure can offer short-

term benefits, integrating advanced agricultural technologies is crucial for 

developing a resilient and self-sufficient agricultural sector in Gaza. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate between rebuilding agricultural infrastructure and investing in 

new food technologies in Gaza highlights two crucial pathways to 

enhancing food security and economic stability. Advocate A emphasizes 
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the immediate benefits of rebuilding traditional infrastructure, such as 

irrigation systems, greenhouses, and storage facilities, which can quickly 

restore agricultural productivity, create jobs, and support local farmers. 

This approach addresses urgent food security needs and provides a 

practical solution in the context of ongoing blockades and military actions.  

Conversely, Advocate B champions the adoption of modern food 

technologies, including hydroponics, aquaponics, and vertical farming, 

which offer higher yields, resource efficiency, and resilience to external 

shocks. These innovations can maximize the use of limited water and land 

resources, attract international investment, and position Gaza as a leader in 

sustainable agriculture. The debate underscores the need for a balanced 

approach that integrates the restoration of essential infrastructure with 

strategic investments in advanced technologies to build a resilient and self-

sufficient agricultural sector in Gaza. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza effectively balance rebuilding traditional agricultural 

infrastructure with investing in new food technologies? 

2. What steps can be taken to make advanced agricultural technologies 

more accessible to local farmers in Gaza? 

3. How can international support be structured to promote both 

immediate infrastructure rebuilding and long-term technological 

innovation in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 5: Addressing Immediate Hunger 

Needs vs. Investing in Long-term Food Security 

Plans 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

Gaza faces severe food insecurity due to ongoing blockades, military 

actions, and economic constraints. The debate between addressing 

immediate hunger needs and investing in long-term food security plans is 

crucial. Immediate hunger relief focuses on providing urgent food aid to 

prevent malnutrition and starvation. In contrast, long-term food security 

plans aim to build a sustainable agricultural system that can withstand 

future challenges and reduce dependency on external aid. This debate 

examines the importance of both approaches in ensuring food security for 

Gaza’s population amid the ongoing crisis. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Current Food Insecurity in Gaza: Gaza is experiencing a severe food 

crisis, with approximately 68% of its population facing food 

insecurity, according to the World Food Programme (WFP). This 

situation is exacerbated by Israel’s ongoing blockades and military 

actions, which disrupt food supplies and agricultural activities. 

Immediate action is required to prevent widespread malnutrition and 

starvation. 

2. Importance of Immediate Hunger Relief: Immediate hunger relief 

focuses on providing urgent food aid to those in need. Organizations 

like the WFP and UNRWA have been crucial in delivering food parcels 

and nutritional support to Gaza’s most vulnerable populations. These 

efforts are essential for preventing acute malnutrition and ensuring 

that families have access to basic sustenance in the face of ongoing 

crises. 

3. Challenges of Immediate Relief: While immediate hunger relief is 

necessary, it is not a sustainable solution. Reliance on food aid can 

create dependency and does not address the underlying causes of 

food insecurity. The International Food Policy Research Institute 

(IFPRI) emphasizes that emergency food aid should be 
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complemented by strategies that promote self-reliance and 

resilience. 

4. Building Long-term Food Security: Investing in long-term food 

security plans involves developing sustainable agricultural practices, 

improving infrastructure, and enhancing local food production. The 

FAO’s 2022 report highlights that long-term investments in 

agriculture can increase productivity, create jobs, and reduce 

dependency on external aid. This approach aims to build a resilient 

food system capable of withstanding future shocks. 

5. Sustainable Agricultural Practices: Implementing sustainable 

agricultural practices, such as crop rotation, organic farming, and 

water-efficient technologies, can improve food production in Gaza. 

These methods enhance soil health, conserve water, and reduce the 

need for chemical inputs, making agriculture more sustainable. A 

2023 study by the International Journal of Agricultural Sustainability 

shows that these practices can significantly improve food security in 

resource-limited settings. 

6. Economic Benefits of Long-term Investments: Long-term investments 

in agriculture can stimulate economic growth and provide 

employment opportunities. Rebuilding agricultural infrastructure and 

investing in new technologies can enhance productivity and 

profitability for local farmers. The World Bank reports that such 

investments are crucial for economic recovery and development in 

post-conflict regions. 

7. Resilience to External Shocks: Developing a resilient food system 

involves building capacity to withstand external shocks, such as 

future blockades or military actions. This includes diversifying food 

sources, improving storage facilities, and establishing reliable supply 

chains. The FAO emphasizes that resilience-building is essential for 

ensuring continuous food availability during crises. 

8. Balancing Immediate and Long-term Needs: A balanced approach 

that addresses both immediate hunger needs and long-term food 

security is necessary. This involves providing emergency food aid 

while simultaneously investing in agricultural development and 

infrastructure. The IFPRI advocates for integrated strategies that 

combine short-term relief with long-term resilience-building efforts. 

9. International Support and Collaboration: Effective international 

support and collaboration are vital for addressing both immediate 
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and long-term food security needs in Gaza. International 

organizations, NGOs, and donor countries play a crucial role in 

providing emergency aid and funding long-term development 

projects. The coordination of these efforts is key to maximizing their 

impact. 

10. Community Involvement and Local Solutions: Engaging local 

communities in developing and implementing food security plans is 

crucial for their success. Local knowledge and participation ensure 

that solutions are culturally appropriate and address the specific 

needs of the population. The FAO’s 2022 report highlights the 

importance of community-led initiatives in building sustainable food 

systems. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Addressing Immediate Hunger 

Needs 

Introduction Advocate A argues that addressing immediate hunger needs 

is paramount in Gaza due to the urgent and severe food insecurity faced 

by its population. Immediate hunger relief through food aid is essential to 

prevent malnutrition and starvation in the context of ongoing blockades 

and military actions. 

1. Preventing Malnutrition and Starvation: Immediate hunger relief is 

critical to prevent malnutrition and starvation, especially among the 

most vulnerable populations, including children and the elderly. 

According to UNICEF, nearly one in three children in Gaza suffers 

from chronic malnutrition. Providing food aid ensures that basic 

nutritional needs are met, averting potential health crises. 

2. Humanitarian Obligation: Providing immediate food aid is a 

humanitarian obligation. Organizations like the World Food 

Programme (WFP) and UNRWA have been instrumental in delivering 

emergency food assistance to Gaza. Their efforts ensure that families 

have access to essential food supplies, which is a fundamental 

human right. The WFP’s 2023 report highlights that without such 

aid, the food security situation in Gaza would be even more dire. 

3. Stabilizing Social Conditions: Immediate hunger relief helps stabilize 

social conditions by reducing the stress and desperation caused by 

food scarcity. When basic food needs are met, families can focus on 

other critical aspects of survival and community resilience. The FAO 
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emphasizes that food security is foundational to maintaining social 

stability and preventing unrest. 

4. Bridge to Long-term Solutions: While addressing immediate hunger 

needs, food aid programs can serve as a bridge to long-term food 

security solutions. Emergency food assistance provides the necessary 

stability for communities to begin rebuilding and planning for 

sustainable agricultural practices. According to the International 

Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), combining immediate relief 

with strategic planning is crucial for effective transition to long-term 

resilience. 

5. Supporting Vulnerable Populations: Immediate food aid specifically 

targets the most vulnerable populations, including those who are 

unable to work or access alternative food sources due to the 

blockades and destruction caused by military actions. The United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

reports that targeted food assistance programs are essential for 

ensuring that these groups receive the support they need to survive. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Investing in Long-term Food 

Security Plans 

Introduction Advocate B argues that investing in long-term food security 

plans is crucial for sustainable development and resilience in Gaza. 

Building a robust agricultural system and infrastructure can address the 

root causes of food insecurity and reduce dependency on external aid. 

1. Sustainable Agricultural Practices: Long-term food security plans 

focus on implementing sustainable agricultural practices such as crop 

rotation, organic farming, and water-efficient technologies. These 

practices improve soil health, conserve water, and reduce reliance on 

chemical inputs. The FAO’s 2022 report highlights that sustainable 

agriculture can significantly enhance food production and 

environmental health in Gaza, making it more resilient to future 

challenges. 

2. Economic Growth and Job Creation: Investing in agriculture and food 

production infrastructure can stimulate economic growth and create 

jobs. Rebuilding irrigation systems, greenhouses, and storage 

facilities can enhance productivity and profitability for local farmers. 

According to the World Bank, long-term investments in agriculture 
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can lead to substantial economic benefits, including increased GDP 

and employment opportunities. 

3. Reducing Dependency on Aid: Long-term investments help reduce 

dependency on external food aid by building local capacity for food 

production. By developing a self-sufficient agricultural sector, Gaza 

can ensure a stable food supply even during times of political and 

economic instability. The International Food Policy Research Institute 

(IFPRI) emphasizes that reducing aid dependency is essential for 

achieving sustainable food security. 

4. Enhancing Resilience to External Shocks: Developing a resilient food 

system involves building capacity to withstand external shocks such 

as blockades, military actions, and climate change. This includes 

diversifying crops, improving storage facilities, and establishing 

reliable supply chains. The FAO’s 2022 report underscores that 

resilience-building measures are critical for maintaining food security 

in Gaza’s volatile environment. 

5. Community Empowerment and Local Solutions: Long-term food 

security plans empower local communities by involving them in the 

development and implementation of agricultural projects. This 

approach ensures that solutions are culturally appropriate and 

tailored to the specific needs of the population. Community-led 

initiatives can enhance social cohesion and support sustainable 

development. The FAO highlights successful community-based 

projects in Gaza that have improved food security and livelihoods. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

Advocate A acknowledges the importance of long-term food security plans 

but emphasizes that the immediate priority in Gaza must be addressing the 

urgent hunger needs caused by ongoing blockades and military actions. 

While sustainable agricultural practices and infrastructure investments are 

crucial, they take time to implement and yield results. In the meantime, 

immediate food aid is essential to prevent malnutrition and starvation, 

stabilize social conditions, and provide a foundation for future 

development. Without addressing the current food crisis, long-term plans 

may struggle to gain traction and support from a population in immediate 

need of sustenance. 

 



Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal                                                                            Food Security 
 

36 
Debates                                                                                            Reflect - Spark - Adapt 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

Advocate B agrees that immediate food aid is necessary to address the 

urgent hunger crisis in Gaza but contends that focusing solely on short-

term relief can create a cycle of dependency and does not solve the 

underlying issues of food insecurity. Investing in long-term food security 

plans is essential for building a sustainable and resilient agricultural sector 

that can provide ongoing support for the population. By developing local 

capacity and infrastructure, Gaza can reduce its reliance on external aid 

and become more self-sufficient, ultimately ensuring a more stable and 

secure food supply in the face of ongoing blockades and military actions. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on addressing immediate hunger needs versus investing in 

long-term food security plans in Gaza highlights two critical strategies for 

ensuring food security in a region affected by ongoing blockades and 

military actions. Advocate A emphasizes the urgent necessity of immediate 

food aid to prevent malnutrition and starvation, particularly among 

vulnerable populations. This approach provides essential relief, stabilizes 

social conditions, and serves as a bridge to long-term solutions.  

Conversely, Advocate B argues that while immediate aid is vital, it is 

equally important to invest in sustainable agricultural practices and 

infrastructure to address the root causes of food insecurity. Long-term 

investments can stimulate economic growth, create jobs, reduce 

dependency on external aid, and build a resilient food system capable of 

withstanding future shocks. The debate underscores the need for a 

balanced approach that combines immediate relief efforts with strategic 

investments in long-term food security to ensure a stable and self-sufficient 

agricultural sector in Gaza. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance the need for immediate food aid with the 

importance of long-term food security investments? 

2. What specific long-term agricultural investments are most feasible 

and beneficial for Gaza's unique conditions? 

3. How can international support be effectively coordinated to address 

both immediate hunger needs and long-term food security in Gaza? 


