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Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal Youth Empowerment

Strategic Insight

Our reports, generated by trained Al and reviewed by domain experts,
serve as a STARTING POINT to support strategic planning for building
Palestine future. They offer stakeholders including government agencies,
local organizations, academia, think tanks and international partners a
strategic insight covering vision of the future, trends, opportunities,
challenges, recommendations and much more. These reports serve as food
for thought to breakdown complex topics, enabling reflection, sparking
new ideas and then adapting the content to serve the stakeholder’s
intended purpose. We hope, once verified, localized and adapted, it will
lower the

"COST TO THINK & START" PLANNING FOR BUILDING PALESTINE FUTURE.
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1. Imagine the Future

Imagine a future where Palestinian youth are not merely surviving the
challenges of occupation but thriving as leaders, innovators, and change-
makers. In this future, every young person in Palestine has access to
quality education, meaningful employment, and opportunities for civic
engagement. This vision is about more than overcoming obstacles; it's
about empowering a generation to rebuild and lead their communities
toward a prosperous, resilient, and inclusive society. Together, we can turn
this vision into reality, transforming the hopes and dreams of Palestinian
youth into tangible progress and lasting peace.

North Star:

Empowering Palestinian youth to become catalysts for sustainable
development and peace.

Mission:

To harness the potential of Palestinian youth through education, economic
opportunities, and civic engagement, fostering a generation that drives
positive change and resilience in their communities.

Vision:

A future where every young Palestinian is equipped with the knowledge,
skills, and opportunities to contribute meaningfully to their society, leading
Palestine toward a brighter, more inclusive, and sustainable future.
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2. Insight Summary

Youth empowerment is a critical issue in Palestine, where a large portion of
the population is under 30. These young individuals face numerous
challenges, including high unemployment rates, limited access to quality
education, and a lack of opportunities for meaningful civic engagement.
The ongoing political instability and economic constraints further
exacerbate these issues, leading to a sense of disenfranchisement and
hopelessness among the youth. Addressing these challenges is urgent and
requires innovative approaches to harness the potential of the youth,
transforming them into agents of positive change for the future of
Palestine.

Trends Overview

The "Emerging Trends" section highlights key areas for youth
empowerment in Palestine, focusing on innovative solutions and global
practices.

1. Digital Literacy and Online Learning:
Digital platforms enable access to education and prepare youth for
the digital economy.
2. Entrepreneurship and Start-up Ecosystems:
Incubators and accelerators drive innovation, job creation, and
economic growth.
3. Civic Engagement and Social Activism:
Youth participation in civic activities fosters rights advocacy and
social change.
4. Mental Health and Well-being Programs:
Psychological support and resilience training improve youth well-
being.
5. Vocational Training and Skills Development:
Practical skills training boosts employability and economic stability.
6. Environmental Sustainability Initiatives:
Sustainability projects promote environmental health and leadership.
7. Sports and Recreation Programs:
Sports activities build teamwork and provide healthy outlets.
8. Cultural and Creative Arts Programs:
Arts initiatives support self-expression and cultural preservation.
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9. Social Media and Digital Advocacy:

Social media drives awareness and social change.

10. Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment:

Financial literacy programs promote economic independence.

Challenges Overview

The "Challenges" section identifies significant obstacles to youth
empowerment in Palestine, focusing on barriers caused by conflict and
instability.

1

2.

8.

9.

. Limited Access to Quality Education: Disrupted education and

damaged schools exacerbate educational gaps and trauma.
High Unemployment Rates: Economic instability and infrastructure
damage limit job creation and increase youth unemployment.

. Psychological Trauma and Mental Health Issues: Continuous exposure

to violence causes widespread trauma with inadequate mental health
support.

. Restrictions on Mobility and Freedom of Movement: Checkpoints and

barriers limit access to education, employment, and healthcare,
increasing isolation.

. Limited Infrastructure Development: Underdeveloped transportation

infrastructure results in inadequate roads and public transport.

. Economic Instability: Infrastructure destruction and reliance on

inconsistent aid create economic instability.

. Political and Administrative Barriers: Occupation and internal

divisions complicate governance and policy implementation.
Environmental Degradation: Resource over-extraction, pollution, and
habitat destruction degrade the environment.

Technological Limitations: Restricted access to advanced
technologies hinders innovation and productivity.

10. Population Growth and Urbanization: Rapid population growth

strains infrastructure and resources, leading to overcrowded facilities.

Risks Overview

The "Risks" section outlines potential threats and vulnerabilities that could
impede youth empowerment in Palestine.

Strategic Insight Reflect - Spark - Adapt



HC

PE Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal Youth Empowerment

1.

8.

9.

Unemployment and Economic Disillusionment: High youth
unemployment leads to economic disillusionment, poverty, and social
unrest.

. Mental Health and Trauma: Continuous violence causes severe

trauma, with inadequate mental health services worsening the issue.

. Social and Political Exclusion: Political instability excludes youth from

decision-making, breeding apathy and disengagement.

. Educational Disruption and Inequality: Frequent disruptions and

infrastructure destruction create significant educational inequality.

. Violence and Criminal Activities: Lack of opportunities drives youth to

violence and crime, destabilizing communities.

. Digital Divide and Technological Exclusion: Limited access to online

education and jobs prevents full participation in the digital economy.

. Environmental Degradation and Health Risks: Poor waste

management and conflict-related damage pose significant health
risks.

Migration and Brain Drain: Skilled youth emigrate for better
opportunities, depleting local talent.

Dependency on International Aid: Reliance on inconsistent aid limits
self-sufficiency and economic stability.

10. Cultural and Social Constraints: Traditional norms limit youth,

especially young women, from education and employment.

Opportunities Overview

The "Opportunities" section outlines strategic initiatives leveraging
innovative solutions for youth empowerment in Palestine.

1.

2.

Digital Literacy and Online Learning Platforms: Provide access to
quality online education despite physical barriers.

Entrepreneurship and Start-up Ecosystems: Support youth
entrepreneurship with incubators, accelerators, and microfinance.
Civic Engagement and Social Activism Programs: Empower youth to
advocate for their rights and drive community change.

Mental Health and Resilience Building Programs: Address trauma
with psychological support and resilience training.

Vocational Training and Skills Development Centers: Equip youth
with practical skills for employability and economic stability.
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6. Environmental Sustainability and Green Job Programs: Engage youth
in renewable energy, waste management, and sustainable
agriculture.

7. Sports and Recreation Programs: Provide healthy outlets for stress
and build teamwork through sports.

8. Cultural and Creative Arts Programs: Help youth express themselves,
preserve heritage, and promote cohesion.

9. Social Media and Digital Advocacy Training: Utilize social media for
advocacy and social change.

10. Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment Programs: Teach
financial management skills for economic independence.

11. Remote Work and Freelancing Opportunities: Promote remote work
to access global job markets.

12. Youth Leadership and Governance Training: Empower youth with
leadership and governance skills.

13. E-commerce and Digital Marketplaces: Develop e-commerce
platforms to access global markets.

14. Renewable Energy Projects: Invest in renewable energy to address
shortages and create jobs.

15. Agricultural Innovation and Sustainable Farming: Promote modern
farming techniques for food security and stability.

16. Tourism and Cultural Heritage Preservation: Leverage cultural
heritage to create tourism opportunities.

17. Public Health and Community Wellness Programs: Invest in health
and wellness programs for overall well-being.

18. Tech Hubs and Innovation Labs: Create tech hubs to foster
innovation and entrepreneurship.

19. Peacebuilding Programs: Engage youth in peacebuilding efforts for
long-term stability.

20. Youth-Led Research and Policy Advocacy: Encourage youth to
influence public policy and drive social change.

Recommendations Overview

The "Recommendations" section details actionable steps and strategic
initiatives to empower youth and foster development in Palestine.

1. Invest in Digital Infrastructure and Access: Enhance internet
connectivity and provide digital devices for education and economic
participation.

2. Expand Mental Health Services: Provide accessible mental health
care, including counseling and resilience programs.

8
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3. Enhance Vocational Training and Skills Development: Equip youth
with practical skills for high-demand trades and emerging sectors.

4. Support Entrepreneurship and Start-up Ecosystems: Empower youth
with microfinance, mentorship, and business incubators.

5. Promote Renewable Energy Projects: Invest in renewable energy to
address power shortages and create jobs.

6. Foster Civic Engagement and Social Activism: Encourage youth
participation in civic activities and social movements.

7. Develop Cultural and Creative Arts Programs: Support arts initiatives
to help youth express themselves and preserve heritage.

8. Expand Sports and Recreation Programs: Provide healthy outlets for
stress and foster teamwork through sports.

9. Promote Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment: Equip youth
with financial management skills for economic independence.

10. Implement Remote Work and Freelancing Initiatives: Provide digital
skills training and support remote work opportunities.

Policy Changes Overview

The "Policy Changes" section outlines necessary regulatory adjustments to
empower youth and foster development in Palestine.

1. Enhance Access to Digital Infrastructure: Invest in high-speed internet
and digital tools for connectivity and access to online resources.

2. Strengthen Mental Health Services and Support: Expand and
integrate mental health services within the healthcare system.

3. Promote Sustainable and Resilient Energy Solutions: Adopt
renewable energy solutions like solar and wind power.

4. Support Vocational and Technical Education: Emphasize vocational
and technical education to equip youth with market-relevant skills.

5. Encourage Youth Participation in Governance: Create formal
mechanisms for youth participation in decision-making.

6. Facilitate Access to Finance for Youth Entrepreneurs: Provide
microloans, grants, and financial literacy education for young
entrepreneurs.

7. Invest in Public Health Infrastructure: Prioritize the reconstruction and
enhancement of public health infrastructure.

8. Promote Cultural Preservation and Arts Education: Support cultural

preservation and arts education to maintain heritage and foster
creativity.
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9. Expand Youth-Friendly Spaces and Recreational Facilities: Create safe
and engaging environments like parks, sports complexes, and
community centers.

10. Implement Comprehensive Education Reform: Reform the education
system to address inequality and modernize infrastructure.

Success Drivers Overview

This section details the essential factors needed to successfully empower
youth and foster development in Palestine.

1. Resilient and Adaptive Education Systems: Ensure continuous
learning with robust infrastructure, blended learning, and emergency
programs.

2. Comprehensive Mental Health and Psychosocial Support: Provide
integrated mental health services, counseling, and resilience training.

3. Strong Entrepreneurial Ecosystem: Support youth entrepreneurship
with access to finance, mentorship, incubators, and competitions.

4. Inclusive Civic Engagement and Youth Participation: Foster youth
involvement in governance and civic activities through advisory
councils and engagement programs.

5. Sustainable and Resilient Infrastructure: Invest in green buildings,
renewable energy, and resilient water and sanitation systems.

6. Access to Quality Healthcare: Rebuild healthcare facilities, train
professionals, and implement telemedicine services.

7. Robust Social Protection Systems: Develop social protection systems
like cash transfers, food security programs, and affordable housing.

8. Promoting Environmental Sustainability: Implement waste
management, sustainable agriculture, and environmental education
campaigns.

9. Effective Emergency Response and Disaster Management: Establish
rapid response teams, early warning systems, and community
preparedness programs.

10. Strengthening Civil Society and Community Organizations: Support
civil society with capacity-building, funding, and coalition building.

KPIs Overview

The KPIs section provides measurable indicators to assess the effectiveness
of youth empowerment strategies in Palestine.

10
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8.

9.

. Employment Rate Among Youth: Measures youth employment trends

and job creation effectiveness.

. Access to Quality Education: Tracks enrollment, attendance, and

educational outcomes in traditional and digital settings.

. Mental Health and Well-being Metrics: Monitors mental health issues,

service access, and resilience program effectiveness.

. Youth Participation in Civic Activities: Measures involvement in

community projects, governance, and social movements.

. Access to Digital Resources and Literacy: Tracks availability of digital

devices, internet connectivity, and digital literacy program
completion.

. Renewable Energy Adoption: Measures implementation and impact of

renewable energy projects.

. Entrepreneurship and Business Growth: Tracks start-up growth,

funding access, and business incubator impact.

Quality of Health Services: Monitors availability and quality of
healthcare facilities and services.

Environmental Sustainability Initiatives: Measures sustainability
project implementation and community engagement.

10. Social Protection Coverage: Tracks the reach and effectiveness of

social protection programs.

11

Strategic Insight Reflect - Spark - Adapt



HC
PE

Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal

3. Emerging Trends

1. Digital Literacy and Online Learning Digital literacy is becoming

increasingly essential as technology continues to permeate all

aspects of life. For Palestinian youth, online learning platforms and

digital literacy programs can bridge educational gaps caused by
disrupted schooling and limited access to traditional educational

resources due to occupation. Given the damage to infrastructure and

mobility constraints, these platforms offer flexible and scalable
solutions.

Trend Themes:

Youth Empowerment

Accessibility: Online platforms provide access to a vast array of
educational resources and courses.

Flexibility: Allows learning to continue despite disruptions from
occupation or mobility issues.

Skills Development: Prepares youth for the digital economy
with critical skills.

Industry Implications:

Education: Transformation of traditional education systems
with more emphasis on digital tools.

Employment: Increased opportunities for remote and freelance
work.

Entrepreneurship: Empowering youth to start their own
businesses using digital tools.

Actual Examples:

o UNICEF’s Learning Passport (Syria): A global initiative adapted

for Syria, providing access to quality education materials for
children affected by conflict and displacement.

Edraak (Jordan): An online learning platform offering free
courses in Arabic, aimed at supporting refugees and
marginalized communities in Jordan.

Al-Quds Open University (Palestine): Offers remote and flexible
learning options tailored to the needs of Palestinian students
facing educational disruptions.

12
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2. Entrepreneurship and Start-up Ecosystems Fostering an

entrepreneurial mindset can help Palestinian youth create their own
opportunities in a challenging economic environment. Support
systems, such as incubators and accelerators, provide the necessary
resources and mentorship.

Trend Themes:

o Innovation: Encourages creative solutions to local problems.

o Self-Reliance: Reduces dependency on limited job markets.

o Community Development: Start-ups can address specific
community needs.

Industry Implications:

o Economic Growth: New businesses can stimulate economic
development.

o Job Creation: Start-ups generate employment opportunities.

o Social Impact: Businesses can focus on social issues,
contributing to community well-being.

Actual Examples:

o Gaza Sky Geeks (Palestine): A start-up accelerator in Gaza
providing training, mentorship, and resources to aspiring
entrepreneurs.

o The Palestine Techno Park (Palestine): Supports tech
innovation and entrepreneurship in Palestine.

o She Entrepreneurs (Sweden): A regional program supporting
young female entrepreneurs in the Middle East, including
Palestine.

. Civic Engagement and Social Activism Engaging youth in civic

activities and social movements can empower them to advocate for
their rights and drive positive change. This includes participation in
local governance, volunteering, and community organizing.

Trend Themes:

o Empowerment: Increases the political and social agency of
youth.

o Social Change: Youth can drive movements addressing critical
issues.

13
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o Community Building: Strengthens community ties and
collective action.

Industry Implications:

o Governance: More inclusive and representative decision-
making processes.

o Social Services: Improved community services and support
systems.

o Policy Development: Youth perspectives can influence policy-
making.

Actual Examples:

o Youth Without Borders (YWB) (Palestine): An organization in
Gaza that encourages youth participation in community and
social development projects.

o Sharek Youth Forum (Palestine): Promotes youth engagement
in public life and policy dialogue.

o National Youth Council of Palestine (Palestine): Advocates for
youth rights and policies at the national level.

4. Mental Health and Well-being Programs Addressing the mental
health needs of Palestinian youth is crucial given the trauma and
stress caused by Israel’s war on Gaza. Programs that provide

psychological support, resilience training, and recreational activities
are essential.

Trend Themes:

o Mental Health Awareness: Reducing stigma and promoting
understanding of mental health issues.

o Support Systems: Establishing networks of psychological
support and counseling.

o Resilience Building: Empowering youth with skills to cope with
stress and trauma.

Industry Implications:

o Healthcare: Enhanced mental health services and support
infrastructure.

o Education: Schools integrating mental health education and
support.

14
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o Community Services: Community centers offering mental health
resources.

Actual Examples:

o Gaza Community Mental Health Programme (Palestine):
Provides psychological support and counseling services.

o UNICEF'’s psychosocial support programs (Global): Offers
mental health support to children and youth affected by
occupation.

o The Palestinian Counseling Center (Palestine): Focuses on
providing mental health services and building community
resilience.

5. Vocational Training and Skills Development Vocational training
programs equip youth with practical skills tailored to market needs,
enhancing employability in sectors that can withstand the volatile
political climate.

Trend Themes:

o Skill Acquisition: Provides hands-on training for specific trades
and industries.

o Employment Readiness: Aligns skills development with labor
market demands.

o Economic Resilience: Builds a workforce capable of sustaining
local economies.

Industry Implications:

o Manufacturing: Skilled labor can boost local manufacturing
capabilities.

o Services Sector: Enhances the quality and availability of various
services.

o Sustainable Development: Promotes economic stability and
growth.

Actual Examples:

o Youth Development Resource Centers (Palestine): Offers
vocational training in various trades and skills.

o The Palestinian Polytechnic University (Palestine): Provides
technical and vocational education programs.

15
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o UNRWA Vocational Training Centers (Palestine): Offers
technical training to young Palestinian refugees.

6. Environmental Sustainability Initiatives Involving youth in

environmental sustainability projects can foster a sense of
responsibility and leadership while addressing critical environmental
issues such as water scarcity and waste management. Given the
environmental damage caused by Israel’'s war on Gaza, such
initiatives are vital for rebuilding and maintaining a healthy
ecosystem.

Trend Themes:

o Sustainability Education: Teaching youth about environmental
stewardship.

o @reen Innovations: Encouraging eco-friendly technologies and
practices.

o Community Impact: Enhancing community resilience to
environmental challenges.

Industry Implications:

o Renewable Energy: Development and implementation of
sustainable energy solutions.

o Agriculture: Promoting sustainable agricultural practices.

o Waste Management: Improving waste management systems
and recycling efforts.

Actual Examples:

o Green Palestine Investment Company (Palestine): Engages
youth in environmental projects and green entrepreneurship.

o EcoPeace Middle East (Regional): Involves youth in cross-
border environmental projects between Palestine, Jordan, and
Israel.

o Palestinian Waste Recycling Center (Palestine): A youth-driven
initiative focusing on waste recycling and management.

7. Sports and Recreation Programs Sports and recreation activities

provide a healthy outlet for stress, build teamwork and leadership
skills, and foster community spirit among youth. Such programs are
particularly important in areas affected by war, offering a sense of
normalcy and positive engagement.

16
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Trend Themes:

Physical Health: Promotes fitness and healthy lifestyles.

Social Integration: Encourages social cohesion and interaction.
Leadership Development: Builds leadership and teamwork
skills.

Industry Implications:

Sports Industry: Growth in local sports clubs and facilities.
Healthcare: Improved physical and mental health outcomes.
Community Development: Strengthened community ties
through shared activities.

Actual Examples:

Palestine Sports Academy (Palestine): Offers sports programs
and training for youth.

Right To Play (Global): Uses sports and play to educate and
empower youth.

Gaza Parkour Team (Palestine): Engages youth in physical
fitness and community activities through parkour.

8. Cultural and Creative Arts Programs Supporting cultural and creative
arts initiatives can help youth express themselves, preserve cultural
heritage, and promote social cohesion. These programs can play a
vital role in healing and rebuilding communities affected by war.

Trend Themes:

Cultural Preservation: Encourages the protection and
promotion of cultural heritage.

Creative Expression: Provides platforms for artistic expression
and innovation.

Social Connection: Strengthens community bonds through
shared cultural experiences.

Industry Implications:

Arts and Culture: Growth of local arts scenes and cultural
industries.

Tourism: Attraction of cultural tourism and international
interest.

Education: Integration of arts education in school curricula.

17
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Actual Examples:

o The Edward Said National Conservatory of Music (Palestine):
Provides music education and promotes cultural heritage.

o Alrowwad Cultural and Theatre Society (Palestine): Uses theatre
and arts to empower youth in refugee camps.

o Tashkeel (UAE): A creative platform supporting young
Palestinian artists and designers.

9. Social Media and Digital Advocacy Utilizing social media for advocacy
allows youth to raise awareness about issues, mobilize support, and
drive social change from the ground up. This is particularly effective
in the Palestinian context where traditional media may be restricted.

Trend Themes:

o Digital Activism: Engaging in online campaigns and advocacy.

o Awareness Raising: Using digital platforms to highlight social
and political issues.

o Community Building: Creating online communities for support
and action.

Industry Implications:

o Media and Communication: Growth in digital media platforms
and content creation.

o Nonprofit Sector: Enhanced reach and impact of advocacy
campaigns.

o Political Engagement: Increased youth participation in political
discourse and activism.

Actual Examples:

o We Are Not Numbers (Palestine): A platform where Palestinian
youth share their stories with the world.

o Palestinian Youth Network (Palestine): Engages youth in digital
advocacy and community building.

o Hashtag Palestine (Global): Uses social media to mobilize and
raise awareness about Palestinian issues.

10. Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment Financial literacy
programs equip youth with the knowledge to manage their finances
effectively, promoting economic independence and resilience. These

18
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skills are critical in a context where economic opportunities are
scarce and instability is prevalent.

Trend Themes:

o Economic Education: Teaching financial management skills.

o Savings and Investment: Encouraging prudent financial
planning and investment.

o Economic Resilience: Building capabilities to withstand
economic shocks.

Industry Implications:

o Banking and Finance: Growth in financial services tailored to
young people.

o Entrepreneurship: Enhanced capability for financial planning in
start-ups.

o Community Development: Increased economic stability and
growth at the community level.

Actual Examples:

o Palestinian Banking Corporation’s Youth Programs (Palestine):
Offers financial literacy workshops for youth.

o Microfinance Institutions (Global): Provide loans and financial
education to young entrepreneurs.

o Global Money Week (Global): An international initiative
promoting financial education among youth, including in
Palestine.

19
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4. Challenges

1. Limited Access to Quality Education Explanation: Political instability

in Palestine, particularly the recurrent Israeli military actions in Gaza,
have severely disrupted the education system. Schools have been
damaged or destroyed, leading to a shortage of educational facilities.
The blockade on Gaza restricts the import of educational materials
and technology, making it difficult to provide quality education.
Additionally, the psychological trauma experienced by students and
teachers due to the occupation affects learning outcomes and
attendance. The lack of consistent schooling and the disruption of
academic calendars further exacerbate the educational gap among
Palestinian youth.

Examples:

o Destruction of Schools in Gaza: Numerous schools have been
hit by airstrikes, forcing students to study in makeshift
classrooms or crowded conditions.

o Blockade Restrictions: The blockade limits the import of
essential educational supplies, further crippling the educational
infrastructure.

o UN Reports on Education Disruption: UN agencies have
documented the significant interruption in education due to
ongoing violence and restrictions.

. High Unemployment Rates Explanation: The high unemployment

rates among Palestinian youth are exacerbated by the economic
instability resulting from occupation, particularly Israel's war on Gaza.
Many businesses have closed, and economic activities have slowed
due to damage to infrastructure and the blockade. Limited access to
resources and markets hampers entrepreneurial efforts and job
creation. Moreover, the psychological impact of occupation and the
lack of educational and vocational training opportunities hinder the
youth's employability and skill development.

Examples:

o Economic Slowdown: Frequent airstrikes, military actions and
political instability disrupt economic activities, leading to
business closures and job losses.

20
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o Infrastructure Damage: Damage to commercial buildings and
industrial areas limits economic opportunities.

o Blockade's Economic Impact: The blockade restricts imports
and exports, severely affecting local businesses and
employment rates.

3. Psychological Trauma and Mental Health Issues Explanation: The

continuous exposure to violence, instability, and the aftermath of
military actions, especially in Gaza, has resulted in widespread
psychological trauma among Palestinian youth. The mental health
infrastructure is inadequate to address the needs, with limited access
to professional support and counseling services. The stigma
associated with mental health issues further prevents many from
seeking help. This ongoing trauma impacts their ability to perform
academically, socially, and economically, perpetuating a cycle of
mental health challenges.

Examples:

o PTSD Among Children: High rates of Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) have been reported among children in Gaza
due to recurrent bombings and violence.

o Lack of Mental Health Services: Limited availability of mental
health professionals and facilities to provide necessary
support.

o Community Stress Levels: High stress and anxiety levels within
communities, affecting overall social cohesion and productivity.

. Restrictions on Mobility and Freedom of Movement Explanation:

Israeli-imposed restrictions, including checkpoints, roadblocks, and
the separation barrier, severely limit the freedom of movement for
Palestinians. These restrictions hinder access to education,
employment, and healthcare, creating a sense of isolation and
frustration among the youth. The inability to travel freely within and
outside Palestine stifles opportunities for personal and professional
growth and exacerbates the economic and social isolation of
Palestinian communities.

Examples:

o Checkpoints and Barriers: Numerous checkpoints within the
West Bank delay and obstruct daily commutes for work and
school.

21
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o Travel Restrictions: Restrictions on travel between Gaza and
the West Bank prevent families from reuniting and students
from accessing educational institutions.

o Permit System: The complex and often arbitrary permit system
controls and limits Palestinian movement, affecting their daily
lives and opportunities.

5. Limited Infrastructure Development Explanation: The transportation

infrastructure in Palestine suffers from significant underdevelopment
due to a combination of political, economic, and logistical challenges.
The ongoing political instability restricts access to essential
construction materials and limits the freedom to undertake large-
scale infrastructure projects. Additionally, economic constraints
impede the investment needed for new developments and the
maintenance of existing infrastructure. This results in inadequate
roads, bridges, and public transport systems, which in turn
exacerbate traffic congestion, increase travel times, and limit access
to remote areas.

Examples:

o West Bank Road Conditions: Many roads in the West Bank are
unpaved or in poor condition, making travel difficult and time-
consuming.

o Gaza's Infrastructure Deficit: Decades of blockade and
occupation have left Gaza with severely damaged and
insufficient transportation infrastructure.

o Restricted Access to Building Materials: Political restrictions
often delay or prevent the import of necessary materials for
construction and repair projects.

. Economic Instability Explanation: The economic instability in

Palestine is driven by a combination of occupation, limited access to
resources, and restrictions on trade and movement. Israel's military
actions and blockades have resulted in the destruction of vital
infrastructure, including businesses, factories, and agricultural land.
This instability affects all aspects of life, leading to high poverty rates
and limited economic opportunities for youth. Additionally, the
dependency on international aid, which can be inconsistent, further
destabilizes the economy and hampers long-term planning and
development.

Examples:
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o Destruction of Commercial Infrastructure: Bombings and
military operations have destroyed numerous businesses and
factories, leading to significant job losses.

o Agricultural Impact: Restricted access to farmland and water
resources, along with destruction of crops and livestock,
severely impacts the agricultural sector.

o Reliance on Aid: Fluctuations in international aid affect
economic stability and the ability to sustain development
projects.

7. Political and Administrative Barriers Explanation: The complex

political environment, characterized by the ongoing Israeli
occupation, internal political divisions, and lack of sovereignty,
significantly impacts governance and administrative efficiency in
Palestine. These barriers complicate efforts to implement cohesive
policies and infrastructure projects, leading to inefficiencies and
corruption. The lack of political stability and clear governance
structures hinders effective decision-making and the execution of
development initiatives, further limiting the opportunities for youth.

Examples:

o Dual Governance: The division between the Palestinian
Authority in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza creates
administrative and policy inconsistencies.

o Permit Restrictions: Difficulty in obtaining permits for
infrastructure projects and business operations due to Israeli
controls.

o Limited International Recognition: The lack of full international
recognition and sovereignty restricts Palestine’s ability to
participate in global economic and political systems.

. Environmental Degradation Explanation: Environmental degradation

in Palestine is driven by over-extraction of water resources, pollution
from industrial and agricultural activities, and the destruction of
natural habitats due to military actions. The limited infrastructure for
waste management and water treatment exacerbates these issues,
leading to deteriorating environmental conditions that impact public
health and agricultural productivity. Addressing environmental
sustainability is crucial for ensuring the well-being of current and
future generations.

Examples:
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9.

10.

o Water Scarcity: Over-extraction of the coastal aquifer in Gaza
and pollution of water sources due to inadequate sewage
treatment.

o Deforestation and Land Degradation: Military operations and
settlement expansions lead to deforestation and loss of arable
land.

o Pollution from Bombardment: Bombings and industrial
activities result in soil and air pollution, affecting health and
agriculture.

Technological Limitations Explanation: Palestine faces significant
technological limitations due to restricted access to advanced
technologies and the inability to import necessary equipment and
materials. The blockade and restrictions on imports impede the
adoption of modern technologies in various sectors, including
education, healthcare, and industry. This technological lag hinders
innovation, productivity, and competitiveness, limiting the ability of
Palestinian youth to participate in the global economy and pursue
advanced research and development.

Examples:

o Restricted Imports: Difficulty in importing advanced machinery
and technology due to the blockade.

o Limited Internet Access: Slow and unreliable internet
connectivity affects education and business operations.

o Outdated Infrastructure: Lack of modern technological
infrastructure in schools, hospitals, and industrial facilities.

Population Growth and Urbanization Explanation: Rapid
population growth and increased urbanization in Palestinian
territories place additional pressure on the already strained
infrastructure and resources. The high population density, particularly
in areas like Gaza, exacerbates the challenges of providing adequate
housing, sanitation, and public services. Urban areas struggle with
overcrowded schools, hospitals, and transportation systems, which
further hinders the development and well-being of the youth.

Examples:

Overcrowded Housing: Limited space and resources result in
overcrowded living conditions, impacting quality of life.

Strained Public Services: Overburdened healthcare and educational
systems struggle to meet the needs of a growing population.
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« Infrastructure Deficits: Urban infrastructure, including roads and
sewage systems, is inadequate to support the increasing population
density.
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5. Risks

1. Unemployment and Economic Disillusionment Explanation: High

unemployment rates, exacerbated by Israel's war on Gaza and
economic instability, pose a significant risk to youth empowerment in
Palestine. The destruction of businesses and infrastructure due to
military actions in Gaza limits job opportunities, leading to economic
disillusionment among the youth. Without viable employment
prospects, young people may become disengaged and disenchanted,
which can lead to increased poverty and social unrest. Addressing
this risk is critical as it directly impacts the economic stability and
future potential of the younger generation.

Examples:

o High Youth Unemployment Rates: Unemployment rates among
Palestinian youth are among the highest globally, affecting
their ability to become economically independent.

o Economic Disruption in Gaza: Frequent airstrikes result in the
destruction of economic infrastructure, limiting job creation
and economic activities.

o Brain Drain: The lack of job opportunities forces skilled youth
to seek employment abroad, depriving Palestine of its talented
workforce.

2. Mental Health and Trauma Explanation: Continuous exposure to

violence and occupation, especially in Gaza, leads to severe
psychological trauma and mental health issues among Palestinian
youth. The lack of adequate mental health services exacerbates this
problem, as many young people do not receive the support they
need to cope with their experiences. This risk is critical because
untreated mental health issues can hinder educational attainment,
employment prospects, and overall well-being, creating a cycle of
despair and helplessness.

Examples:

o Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD): High rates of PTSD
among youth due to exposure to bombings, shootings, and
loss of loved ones.
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o Inadequate Mental Health Services: Limited availability of
mental health professionals and facilities to address the
growing needs.

o Impact on Education and Employment: Mental health issues
affect cognitive function and social skills, impeding academic
performance and job prospects.

3. Social and Political Exclusion Explanation: The political instability and

complex administrative structures in Palestine often result in the
exclusion of youth from decision-making processes. This exclusion
hampers their ability to influence policies that affect their lives and
diminishes their sense of agency. The critical nature of this risk lies in
its potential to breed apathy and disengagement among youth,
further weakening the social fabric and limiting progress toward a
more inclusive and participatory society.

Examples:

o Lack of Youth Representation: Youth are underrepresented in
political and administrative bodies, limiting their influence on
policy decisions.

o Disengagement from Civic Activities: Political
disenfranchisement leads to low levels of participation in civic
activities and community initiatives.

o Restricted Movement and Participation: Movement restrictions
and curfews imposed Israeli military prevent youth from
engaging in political and social activities.

4. Educational Disruption and Inequality Explanation: The destruction of

educational infrastructure and frequent interruptions due to
occupation severely disrupt the educational journey of Palestinian
youth. This disruption leads to significant educational inequality, with
students in areas like Gaza facing more challenges in accessing
quality education. The risk here is critical as it impacts the
development of human capital, which is essential for economic
growth and social stability.

Examples:

o Destroyed Schools: Bombings and military actions have
destroyed schools, forcing students to learn in inadequate
conditions or miss school entirely.
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o Interrupted Academic Calendars: Frequent closures and
interruptions prevent students from completing their education
on time.

o Access to Higher Education: Limited access to higher education
institutions and resources, particularly for students in Gaza.

5. Violence and Criminal Activities Explanation: The lack of economic
opportunities and political instability can drive youth toward violence
and criminal activities as alternative means of survival. This risk is
critical as it not only endangers the lives of the youth involved but
also destabilizes communities and perpetuates cycles of violence and
poverty. Addressing this issue is essential to create a safe and stable
environment conducive to youth empowerment.

Examples:

o Gang Involvement: Economic desperation and lack of
opportunities lead some youth to join gangs or engage in
criminal activities.

o Violent Protests: Frustration with the political situation can
lead to violent protests and clashes with authorities.

o Drug Abuse and Trafficking: The absence of positive outlets
and support systems can result in increased drug abuse and
involvement in trafficking.

6. Digital Divide and Technological Exclusion Explanation: The digital
divide poses a significant risk to youth empowerment by limiting
access to information, educational resources, and job opportunities
that are increasingly moving online. The blockade and restrictions on
technology imports further exacerbate this divide. This risk is critical
as it prevents youth from participating fully in the digital economy
and accessing modern educational tools, hindering their personal
and professional development.

Examples:

o Limited Internet Access: Slow and unreliable internet
connectivity affects the ability to access online education and
job opportunities.

o Lack of Technological Infrastructure: Schools and community
centers lack modern technological tools and resources.

o Restricted Import of Tech Goods: The blockade restricts the
import of computers, smartphones, and other essential tech
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devices.

7. Environmental Degradation and Health Risks Explanation:

Environmental degradation, including poor waste management and
pollution, poses significant health risks to Palestinian youth. The
destruction of infrastructure due to Isarel’s war on Gaza exacerbates
these issues, leading to contaminated water and air, which negatively
impacts health. This risk is critical as it affects the physical well-being
of youth, limiting their ability to pursue education and employment
and contributing to long-term health issues.

Examples:

o Polluted Water Sources: Contamination of water sources due to
damaged infrastructure and inadequate waste management.

o Air Pollution: Increased pollution from destroyed buildings and
industrial activities affects respiratory health.

o Health Problems: High incidence of health problems such as
asthma and waterborne diseases among youth.

8. Migration and Brain Drain Explanation: Israeli occupation and lack of

opportunities drive many educated and skilled youth to seek better
prospects abroad. This brain drain deprives Palestine of its most
talented and educated individuals, further hindering development
efforts. The risk is critical as it leads to a shortage of skilled
professionals necessary for nation-building and economic
development.

Examples:

o Emigration of Skilled Professionals: High rates of emigration
among doctors, engineers, and other professionals.

o Educational Opportunities Abroad: Youth seeking higher
education opportunities outside Palestine often do not return.

o Loss of Human Capital: The departure of skilled individuals
weakens the local economy and reduces the talent pool.

9. Dependency on International Aid Explanation: Heavy reliance on

international aid for economic stability and development projects
poses a risk as it can be inconsistent and subject to political
changes. This dependency limits the development of self-sustaining
economic structures and can lead to vulnerability in the face of
shifting donor priorities. The risk is critical as it affects the long-term
sustainability of youth empowerment initiatives.
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Examples:

o Fluctuating Aid Levels: Changes in international political
dynamics can lead to reductions in aid.

o Conditional Funding: Aid often comes with conditions that may
not align with local needs or priorities.

o Lack of Self-Sufficiency: Over-reliance on aid hampers the
development of independent economic and social systems.

10. Cultural and Social Constraints Explanation: Traditional cultural and
social norms can limit the empowerment of youth, particularly young
women. These constraints may restrict access to education,
employment, and participation in social and political activities. The
critical nature of this risk lies in its potential to perpetuate gender
inequality and limit the overall development of the youth population.
Addressing these constraints is essential to creating an inclusive
environment where all youth can thrive.

Examples:

o Gender Inequality: Cultural norms that prioritize boys'
education and career opportunities over girls'.

o Social Expectations: Pressures to conform to traditional roles
and expectations can limit youth aspirations.

o Barriers to Participation: Cultural restrictions on participation in
political and social activities, especially for young women.
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6. Opportunities

1. Digital Literacy and Online Learning Platforms Explanation: Digital
literacy and online learning platforms can revolutionize education for
Palestinian youth, providing access to quality education despite the
physical barriers posed by Israeli occupation. Given the destruction
of educational infrastructure and the ongoing restrictions in Gaza,
online platforms offer a practical solution. These platforms can
provide a wide range of courses, from basic education to advanced
technical skills, fostering a generation that is well-versed in digital
tools and technologies essential for the modern job market.

Examples:

o Local Implementation of Khan Academy in Syria: Local NGOs
have partnered with Khan Academy to distribute devices and
internet access, enabling Syrian students in conflict zones to
utilize free educational resources.

o Edraak Integration in Yemen: Edraak's Arabic-language courses
have been integrated into Yemeni educational programs to
offer additional subjects and skills training in response to the
ongoing conflict.

o UNRWA Digital Expansion in Lebanon: UNRWA has expanded
its digital learning initiatives in Lebanese refugee camps by
providing laptops, internet access, and teacher training to
support displaced Palestinian students.

2. Entrepreneurship and Start-up Ecosystems Explanation: Encouraging
entrepreneurship and developing a robust start-up ecosystem can
provide Palestinian youth with the tools and support needed to
create their own opportunities. This is particularly relevant in Gaza,
where traditional job markets are limited due to the ongoing
blockade and occupation. Start-up incubators, accelerators, and
access to microfinance can empower youth to innovate and develop
businesses that address local needs, thereby fostering economic
resilience and self-reliance.

Examples:

o Expansion of Gaza Sky Geeks: Gaza Sky Geeks has been
expanded to provide increased funding and resources, offering
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comprehensive support for young entrepreneurs from ideation
to market entry in Gaza.

o Techno Park Satellite Centers in Lebanon: The Palestine Techno
Park model has been adapted in Lebanon, where satellite
centers provide decentralized support to aspiring
entrepreneurs, helping them overcome barriers in conflict-
affected regions.

o Localized Kiva Microloans in Jordan: Kiva has introduced a
tailored microloan program in Jordan to support Palestinian
youth, enabling them to launch and sustain small businesses
despite challenging conditions.

3. Civic Engagement and Social Activism Programs Explanation:
Engaging youth in civic activities and social movements can
empower them to advocate for their rights and drive positive change.
In the context of Palestine, particularly Gaza, where political
disenfranchisement and social exclusion are prevalent, these
programs can foster a sense of agency and community involvement.
By participating in local governance, volunteering, and community
organizing, youth can contribute to rebuilding their society and
addressing critical issues.

Examples:

o Youth Without Borders Expansion in Iraq: Youth Without
Borders has expanded its activities in Iraq to include more
training workshops on civic engagement and advocacy,
reaching a broader youth audience in conflict-affected areas.

o Sharek Youth Forum Initiatives in Jordan: Sharek Youth Forum
has increased funding to organize larger-scale community
projects and policy dialogue sessions, involving youth from
diverse backgrounds in Jordanian refugee communities.

o Amnesty International Partnerships in Lebanon: Amnesty
International has partnered with local organizations in Lebanon
to train Palestinian youth in human rights advocacy and digital
campaigning, equipping them with skills to lead local
initiatives.

4. Mental Health and Resilience Building Programs Explanation:
Addressing the mental health needs of Palestinian youth, especially
those in Gaza who are exposed to frequent airstrikes and
destruction, is crucial. Programs that provide psychological support,
resilience training, and recreational activities can help mitigate the
effects of trauma. These initiatives can be integrated into schools,
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community centers, and through online platforms, offering accessible
mental health care and support networks to build a resilient youth
population.

Examples:

o Gaza Community Mental Health Programme Expansion in Syria:
The Gaza Community Mental Health Programme model has
been expanded in Syria, where increased outreach and capacity
involve training local counselors and integrating mental health
support into schools and community centers in conflict zones.

o UNICEF Collaboration in Yemen: UNICEF has implemented
comprehensive psychosocial support programs in Yemeni
schools, providing trauma-informed care and resilience training
for students and teachers in areas affected by ongoing conflict.

o Palestinian Counseling Center Workshops in Lebanon: The
Palestinian Counseling Center has expanded its efforts in
Lebanon to include mobile counseling units that reach remote
and underserved areas, offering immediate support and long-
term therapy options for displaced populations.

5. Vocational Training and Skills Development Centers Explanation:
Establishing vocational training centers can equip Palestinian youth
with practical skills tailored to market needs, enhancing their
employability in sectors that can withstand the volatile political
climate. These centers can offer courses in trades such as carpentry,
plumbing, and electrical work, as well as emerging fields like
renewable energy and IT. By providing certifications and linking
graduates with job placements, these centers can help bridge the
skills gap and promote economic stability.

Examples:

o Expansion of Youth Development Resource Centers in Syria:
The Youth Development Resource Centers model has been
expanded in Syria to increase the number of centers and the
variety of vocational courses, focusing on high-demand trades
and emerging technologies amidst the ongoing conflict.

o UNRWA Vocational Training Expansion in Lebanon: UNRWA has
enhanced its vocational training programs in Lebanon,
incorporating newer fields such as digital marketing, web
development, and renewable energy technologies to better
meet the needs of displaced youth.
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o Partnership with Local Businesses in Jordan: Vocational
training centers in Jordan have formed partnerships with local
businesses to ensure that training programs are aligned with
market needs and provide direct job placement opportunities
for graduates.

6. Environmental Sustainability and Green Job Programs Explanation:

Initiating environmental sustainability projects and green job
programs can engage Palestinian youth in activities that promote
ecological well-being while providing employment opportunities.
Given the environmental degradation caused by Israel’'s war on Gaza,
these programs can focus on renewable energy, waste management,
and sustainable agriculture. By training youth in green technologies
and practices, these initiatives can help restore the environment and
create a sustainable future.

Examples:

¢ Green Palestine Projects in Jordan: In Jordan, Green Palestine
Projects have trained youth in renewable energy installations,
such as solar panel setups, creating job opportunities in green
industries and promoting environmental sustainability.

e EcoPeace Middle East Collaborations in Lebanon: EcoPeace
Middle East has partnered with local organizations in Lebanon
to develop cross-border environmental projects, including
water conservation and reforestation efforts that involve youth
from various regions.

¢ Recycling and Waste Management Initiatives in Syria:
Community-based recycling and waste management initiatives
in Syria have been established to employ youth, turning waste
into resources and promoting environmental health amidst the
conflict.

7. Sports and Recreation Programs Explanation: Sports and recreation

programs provide a healthy outlet for stress, build teamwork and
leadership skills, and foster community spirit among youth. These
programs are particularly important in Gaza, where the occupation
has disrupted normal social activities. By creating safe spaces for
physical activity and social interaction, these initiatives can help
youth develop physically, emotionally, and socially, contributing to
their overall well-being.

Examples:
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o Palestine Sports Academy Outreach in Lebanon: The
Palestine Sports Academy model has been expanded in
Lebanon by establishing additional local branches and
mobile sports units, bringing sports activities to various
neighborhoods and refugee camps.

o Right To Play Partnerships in Jordan: Right To Play has
partnered with local organizations in Jordan to implement
comprehensive sports programs in schools and community
centers, focusing on physical health and psychosocial
support for displaced and vulnerable youth.

o Community Sports Festivals in Syria: Regular community
sports festivals and tournaments have been organized in
Syria, bringing together youth from different areas to foster
unity and healthy competition amidst the ongoing conflict.

8. Social Media and Digital Advocacy Training Explanation: Utilizing
social media for advocacy allows Palestinian youth to raise
awareness about issues, mobilize support, and drive social change.
Training programs in digital advocacy can equip youth with the skills
to effectively use social media platforms to voice their concerns,
organize campaigns, and influence public opinion. This is particularly
powerful in a context where traditional media may be restricted.

Examples:

o We Are Not Numbers Training Programs in Syria: We Are Not
Numbers has developed training modules in Syria on digital
storytelling and advocacy, empowering youth to create
impactful content and reach global audiences despite the
conflict.

o Palestinian Youth Network Digital Campaigns in Lebanon: The
Palestinian Youth Network has provided resources and training
in Lebanon for digital campaigns on key issues, helping youth
leverage social media for advocacy and social change in
refugee communities.

o Collaborations with Influencers in Jordan: In Jordan,
partnerships with social media influencers have been
established to amplify the voices of Palestinian youth and
increase the visibility of their digital advocacy campaigns.

9. Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment Programs
Explanation: Financial literacy programs can equip Palestinian youth
with the knowledge and skills to manage their finances effectively,
promoting economic independence and resilience. These programs
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can include training on budgeting, saving, investing, and
entrepreneurship. By fostering a culture of financial responsibility
and economic empowerment, these initiatives can help youth build
stable futures and contribute to the broader economic development
of Palestine.

Examples:

o Palestinian Banking Corporation Workshops in Lebanon: The
Palestinian Banking Corporation has expanded its financial
literacy workshops in Lebanon to cover more areas and
includes online modules for broader access, aiming to enhance
financial knowledge among youth in refugee communities.

o Microfinance for Start-ups in Jordan: Specific microfinance
programs for youth entrepreneurs have been established in
Jordan, offering low-interest loans and financial planning
assistance to support the launch and sustainability of small
businesses.

o Global Money Week Events in Syria: Annual events as part of
Global Money Week have been organized in Syria, featuring
financial education activities, competitions, and awareness
campaigns to promote financial literacy among youth affected
by the ongoing conflict.

10. Remote Work and Freelancing Opportunities Explanation: Promoting
remote work and freelancing can provide Palestinian youth with
access to global job markets, overcoming local economic constraints.
Training programs in digital skills, such as web development, graphic
design, and online marketing, can prepare youth for remote job
opportunities. This approach is particularly relevant given the
mobility restrictions and economic challenges in Gaza.

Examples:

o Freelancing Training Programs in Lebanon: Training centers in
Lebanon have been established to teach digital skills and
freelancing best practices, preparing youth in refugee camps
for the global job market.

o Upwork and Fiverr Partnerships in Jordan: Partnerships with
platforms like Upwork and Fiverr have been formed in Jordan
to create mentorship programs, guiding youth through the
process of starting and growing a freelance career.

o Remote Work Hubs in Syria: Co-working spaces with reliable
internet access have been set up in urban centers in Syria,
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providing youth with the infrastructure needed to work
remotely despite ongoing conflict.

11. Youth Leadership and Governance Training Explanation: Training
programs in leadership and governance can empower Palestinian
youth to take active roles in their communities and contribute to
political and social development. These programs can provide
education on public administration and civic responsibility, fostering
a generation of informed and engaged leaders who can navigate the
complexities of Palestinian governance.

Examples:

o Leadership Academies in Lebanon: Youth leadership
academies in Lebanon offer intensive courses on governance,
public policy, and community organizing, empowering youth in
refugee communities to take active roles in their local and
national development.

o Internships in Government in Jordan: Internship programs
within local and national government bodies have been
created in Jordan, providing Palestinian youth with hands-on
experience in governance and public administration.

o Youth Engagement Programs in Syria: Youth engagement
programs in Syria focus on training young leaders in public
administration and community organizing, equipping them with
skills to contribute to local governance and social development
amid the ongoing conflict.

13. E-commerce and Digital Marketplaces Explanation: Developing e-
commerce platforms can help Palestinian youth tap into global
markets, allowing them to sell products and services beyond local
constraints. Given the limited physical market access due to the
blockade and occupation, digital marketplaces offer a practical and
scalable solution. Training programs can help youth develop the
necessary skills to establish and manage online businesses,
promoting economic resilience and innovation.

Examples:

o Local E-commerce Platforms in Lebanon: Support has been
provided for the creation of local e-commerce platforms in
Lebanon, highlighting products such as crafts and agricultural
goods from Palestinian communities, and facilitating direct
sales to international customers.
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o Partnership with Global Marketplaces in Jordan: Collaborations
with global e-commerce platforms like Amazon and Etsy have
been established in Jordan, creating special sections for
Palestinian sellers to gain global exposure and access a
broader customer base.

o Digital Marketing Training in Syria: Training programs in digital
marketing strategies have been offered in Syria, helping youth
effectively promote their online businesses and reach wider
audiences despite local constraints.

14. Renewable Energy Projects Explanation: Investing in renewable

energy projects, such as solar and wind power, can address energy
shortages in Palestine while providing job opportunities and
fostering technological innovation. This is particularly relevant in
Gaza, where energy infrastructure is frequently targeted and
destroyed. Renewable energy projects can ensure a stable energy
supply, reduce dependence on imported fuels, and promote
environmental sustainability.

Examples:

o Solar Panel Installations in Lebanon: Initiatives in Lebanon
focus on installing solar panels on homes, schools, and
hospitals in refugee communities, providing reliable and
sustainable energy sources amidst ongoing infrastructure
challenges.

o Wind Farms Development in Jordan: In Jordan, suitable
locations for wind farms have been identified, involving local
youth in their construction and maintenance to address energy
shortages and create job opportunities.

o Training in Renewable Energy Technologies in Syria: Technical
training programs in Syria offer education on the installation,
maintenance, and management of renewable energy systems,
aiming to develop a skilled workforce and promote energy
resilience.

15. Agricultural Innovation and Sustainable Farming Explanation:

Promoting agricultural innovation and sustainable farming practices
can help Palestinian youth improve food security and economic
stability. Initiatives can focus on modern techniques such as
hydroponics, aquaponics, and organic farming, which are well-suited
to the region's limited water and arable land resources. These
practices can increase agricultural productivity, create jobs, and
reduce the environmental impact of traditional farming.
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Examples:

o Urban Farming Projects in Lebanon: Urban farming initiatives
using hydroponic and vertical farming techniques have been
developed in Lebanon, allowing for the production of fresh
food in urban areas and improving food security in refugee
communities.

o Sustainable Farming Workshops in Jordan: Workshops on
organic farming and sustainable agriculture have been
conducted in Jordan, equipping youth with the knowledge and
skills to implement modern, environmentally friendly farming
practices.

o Agricultural Cooperatives in Syria: Agricultural cooperatives
have been established in Syria to support young farmers by
providing shared resources, marketing assistance, and access
to modern farming technology, enhancing agricultural
productivity and economic stability.

16. Tourism and Cultural Heritage Preservation Explanation: Leveraging
Palestine’s rich cultural heritage and historical sites can create
tourism opportunities, providing employment and economic growth.
By training youth in tourism management and cultural preservation,
these initiatives can foster a sense of pride and ownership while
promoting sustainable tourism practices. This approach can help
mitigate the economic impact of occupation by diversifying income
sources and enhancing international engagement.

Examples:

o Heritage Tours in Jordan: Guided tours of historical and
cultural sites have been developed in Jordan, employing youth
as tour guides and cultural ambassadors to promote local
heritage and generate tourism-related employment.

o Cultural Festivals in Lebanon: Annual cultural festivals
celebrating Palestinian heritage have been organized in
Lebanon, attracting tourists and promoting local arts and
crafts, while providing economic opportunities for youth and
artisans.

o Training Programs in Tourism Management in Syria:
Specialized training programs in tourism management,
hospitality, and cultural preservation have been offered in
Syria, preparing youth for careers in the tourism industry and
supporting cultural heritage initiatives.
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17. Public Health and Community Wellness Programs Explanation:

Investing in public health and community wellness programs can
address the critical health needs of Palestinian youth, particularly in
Gaza where healthcare infrastructure is often compromised. These
programs can focus on preventative care, health education, and
community-based health initiatives, promoting overall well-being and
resilience. Involving youth in these programs can also provide
valuable training and employment opportunities in the healthcare
sector.

Examples:

o Mobile Health Clinics in Lebanon: Mobile clinics have been
established in Lebanon to provide essential health services in
underserved areas, with trained youth healthcare workers on
staff to address critical health needs in refugee communities.

o Health Education Campaigns in Jordan: Community health
education campaigns in Jordan have been launched, focusing
on nutrition, hygiene, and disease prevention, with youth
volunteers leading these initiatives to promote public health
and awareness.

o Community Wellness Centers in Syria: Wellness centers have
been developed in Syria, offering physical and mental health
services, recreational activities, and health workshops, creating
safe spaces for youth and addressing their overall well-being
amidst the ongoing conflict.

18. Tech Hubs and Innovation Labs Explanation: Creating tech hubs and

innovation labs can provide Palestinian youth with access to cutting-
edge technology and resources, fostering innovation and
entrepreneurship. These spaces can offer mentorship, training, and
networking opportunities, enabling youth to develop tech-based
solutions to local challenges. Tech hubs can also serve as incubators
for start-ups, promoting economic growth and technological
advancement.

Examples:

o Tech Incubators in Lebanon: Tech incubators have been
established in major cities in Lebanon, providing resources and
support for youth to develop and scale their tech start-ups,
fostering innovation and entrepreneurship in refugee
communities.
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o Innovation Competitions in Jordan: Hackathons and innovation
competitions have been organized in Jordan, encouraging
youth to develop creative tech-based solutions to local
problems and promoting a culture of innovation.

o Partnerships with Tech Companies in Syria: Partnerships with
global tech companies have been forged in Syria, offering
mentorship, funding, and access to the latest technologies to
support Palestinian youth in developing tech-based solutions
and advancing their start-ups.

19. Peacebuilding Programs Explanation: Engaging youth in

peacebuilding programs can foster a culture of non-violence and
cooperation, essential for long-term stability in Palestine. These
programs can teach resolution skills, promote dialogue, and
encourage collaborative problem-solving. By involving youth in
peacebuilding efforts, these initiatives can build bridges between
communities and reduce tensions, contributing to a more peaceful
society.

Examples:

o Dialogue Workshops in Lebanon: Workshops have been
conducted in Lebanon to bring together youth from different
backgrounds, allowing them to discuss common challenges
and develop mutual understanding as part of peacebuilding
efforts in refugee communities.

o Cross-Community Projects in Jordan: Collaborative projects
involving youth from different regions have been implemented
in Jordan, fostering cooperation and reducing prejudices by
encouraging joint problem-solving and mutual respect.

o Youth Peacebuilding Initiatives in Syria: Youth peacebuilding
initiatives in Syria focus on engaging young people from
diverse communities in dialogue and collaborative projects,
promoting a culture of non-violence and cooperation amidst
ongoing conflict.

20. Youth-Led Research and Policy Advocacy Explanation: Encouraging

youth-led research and policy advocacy can empower young
Palestinians to influence public policy and drive social change. These
initiatives can involve training in research methodologies, policy
analysis, and advocacy strategies, enabling youth to conduct
meaningful research and effectively communicate their findings to
policymakers. This approach can ensure that youth perspectives are
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included in decision-making processes, promoting more inclusive
and responsive governance.

Examples:

o Research Fellowships in Lebanon: Research fellowships have

been established in Lebanon, enabling youth to study critical
issues affecting their communities and develop evidence-based
policy recommendations to influence public policy.

Policy Advocacy Workshops in Jordan: Workshops on policy
advocacy techniques have been provided in Jordan, helping
youth to effectively engage with policymakers and
stakeholders, and promoting their involvement in shaping
social and political agendas.

o Youth Policy Councils in Syria: Youth policy councils have been

created in Syria as advisory bodies to local and national
governments, ensuring that youth perspectives are included in
policy discussions and decision-making processes.
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7. Recommendations

1. Invest in Digital Infrastructure and Access Explanation: Investing in
digital infrastructure is crucial for empowering Palestinian youth,
especially in the context of Gaza, where traditional educational and
economic structures have been severely disrupted by Israel’'s war on
Gaza. By enhancing internet connectivity and providing access to
digital devices, young Palestinians can access online education,
remote work opportunities, and digital entrepreneurship. This
investment can bridge the educational gap caused by the destruction
of physical schools and enable youth to participate in the global
digital economy.

Examples:

o Rwanda’s Digital Literacy Program: Following the 1994
genocide, Rwanda implemented an ambitious program to
boost digital literacy and infrastructure. This included
expanding internet access across the country and distributing
digital devices to students. The program aimed to rebuild and
modernize the education sector, facilitating access to online
resources and remote learning.

o Syria's Online Education Initiatives: In response to the conflict,
various organizations and international NGOs have supported
online education initiatives for Syrian students. These
programs have provided digital devices and internet access to
displaced students and those in conflict zones, enabling them
to continue their education and engage in remote learning
opportunities.

o Yemen's Mobile Learning Projects: Despite the ongoing
conflict, Yemen has seen efforts to leverage mobile technology
for education. Initiatives include providing smartphones and
tablets to students and developing mobile-based educational
content to reach children in areas with disrupted schooling due
to war.

2. Expand Mental Health Services Explanation: The psychological impact
of Israeli occupation, necessitates a comprehensive expansion of
mental health services for youth. Providing accessible mental health
care, including counseling and resilience-building programs, can help
mitigate the effects of trauma and support the overall well-being of
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young Palestinians. This recommendation is vital as mental health
issues directly affect educational attainment, employability, and social
stability.

Examples:

o Jordan's School-Based Mental Health Programs: In response to
the influx of refugees and related stressors, Jordan has
integrated mental health services into schools to address the
needs of displaced and local students. Programs include
counseling services and mental health education to help
students cope with trauma and stress.

o Lebanon's Community Mental Health Initiatives: Lebanon has
developed community-based mental health centers to support
refugees and locals affected by prolonged conflict. These
centers offer free or low-cost mental health services, including
group therapy and trauma-informed care, to help individuals
manage the psychological impact of displacement and conflict.

o Irag's Online Mental Health Support: In the aftermath of
conflict, Iraq has seen the development of online mental health
platforms that provide virtual counseling and resources for
individuals affected by trauma. These platforms offer access to
mental health support and peer groups, helping those in
remote or conflict-affected areas engage with mental health
services.

3. Enhance Vocational Training and Skills Development Explanation:
Enhancing vocational training and skills development programs can
address the high unemployment rates among Palestinian youth by
equipping them with practical skills that are in demand in the local
and global markets. Focusing on trades and emerging sectors such
as renewable energy, IT, and healthcare can create new job
opportunities and promote economic resilience, particularly in Gaza,
where traditional job markets are limited due to the blockade.

Examples:

o Kenya's Vocational Training Centers: In response to high
unemployment rates, Kenya has expanded its network of
vocational training centers that offer courses in trades such as
carpentry, electrical work, and plumbing. These centers provide
certifications and job placement assistance to enhance
employability among youth.
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o Colombia's Renewable Energy Training Programs: Following

years of conflict and economic instability, Colombia has
invested in training programs focused on renewable energy
technologies. These programs aim to prepare youth for careers
in solar and wind energy, creating new job opportunities and
supporting sustainable development.

Bangladesh's Healthcare Workforce Development: Bangladesh
has implemented vocational training programs in collaboration
with local hospitals and international organizations to address
healthcare needs and provide employment opportunities.
These programs offer training in various healthcare
professions, supporting both local health services and youth
employment.

4. Support Entrepreneurship and Start-up Ecosystems Explanation:
Supporting entrepreneurship and developing a robust start-up
ecosystem can empower Palestinian youth to create their own
economic opportunities. By providing access to microfinance,
mentorship, and business incubators, young entrepreneurs can
innovate and develop businesses that address local needs. This
approach is particularly relevant in Gaza, where traditional job
markets are constrained by occupation and economic blockade.

Examples:

o Bangladesh's Microfinance Programs: Bangladesh has

successfully implemented microfinance programs through
organizations like Grameen Bank, which provide low-interest
loans and financial planning support to young entrepreneurs.
These programs have been instrumental in fostering small
business development and economic resilience in underserved
communities.

Lebanon's Business Incubators and Accelerators: Lebanon has
developed several business incubators and accelerators, such
as the Lebanese Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
(LCIE), which offer mentorship, resources, and networking
opportunities to start-ups. These programs support young
entrepreneurs in navigating the challenges of starting and
scaling their businesses.

South Africa's Entrepreneurship Education Initiatives: South
Africa has integrated entrepreneurship education into its
school and university curricula through initiatives like the
South African Institute of Entrepreneurship. These programs
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aim to equip students with the skills and knowledge needed to
start and manage their own businesses, fostering a culture of
innovation and entrepreneurship.

5. Promote Renewable Energy Projects Explanation: Investing in

renewable energy projects can address the frequent power shortages
in Gaza and other parts of Palestine while providing job
opportunities and fostering technological innovation. Solar and wind
energy projects can ensure a stable energy supply, reduce
dependence on imported fuels, and promote environmental
sustainability. Training youth in renewable energy technologies can
create a skilled workforce and drive economic growth.

Examples:

o Jordan's Solar Power Initiatives: Jordan has successfully
implemented solar power projects, including the installation of
solar panels on homes, schools, and hospitals. The country’s
initiatives, such as the Jordan Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Fund, aim to enhance energy reliability and promote
sustainable practices.

o Egypt's Wind Energy Farms: Egypt has developed wind energy
farms, such as the Gabal El-Zeit Wind Farm, which involve local
communities in their construction and maintenance. These
projects provide job opportunities and contribute to the
country's efforts to diversify its energy sources and reduce
reliance on imported fuels.

o Morocco's Renewable Energy Training Centers: Morocco has
established training centers focused on renewable energy
technologies, such as the Moroccan Agency for Sustainable
Energy (MASEN). These centers offer courses in solar and wind
energy, preparing youth for careers in the renewable energy
sector and supporting the country's energy transition goals.

6. Foster Civic Engagement and Social Activism Explanation:

Encouraging youth to engage in civic activities and social movements
can empower them to advocate for their rights and drive positive
change. Involving young people in local governance, volunteering,
and community organizing can foster a sense of agency and
community involvement. This recommendation is crucial for building
a more inclusive and participatory society in Palestine, where political
disenfranchisement and social exclusion are prevalent.
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Examples:

o Tunisia's Youth Councils: In the aftermath of the Arab Spring,
Tunisia established youth councils at local and national levels
to involve young people in governance and decision-making.
These councils provide a platform for youth to voice their
concerns and contribute to policy discussions, fostering greater
civic engagement.

o Lebanon's Community Volunteering Programs: Lebanon has
implemented community volunteering programs that involve
youth in various development projects, including
environmental clean-ups, educational support, and health
initiatives. Organizations like the Lebanese Red Cross and local
NGOs actively engage young volunteers in community service.

o Egypt's Social Activism Training: Egypt has developed training
programs for social activism through organizations like the
Arab Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI). These
programs provide youth with skills in advocacy, campaign
management, and social change, empowering them to lead and
organize initiatives on critical social issues.

7. Develop Cultural and Creative Arts Programs Explanation:
Supporting cultural and creative arts initiatives can help Palestinian
youth express themselves, preserve cultural heritage, and promote
social cohesion. These programs provide therapeutic benefits, foster
creativity, and offer alternative career paths in arts and culture. In a
context where traditional job markets are constrained, the arts can
serve as a powerful tool for social change and personal
development.

Examples:

o Lebanon's Community Arts Centers: Lebanon has developed
community arts centers like the Beirut Art Center, which offer
workshops and classes in music, theater, visual arts, and
dance. These centers provide spaces for young people to
explore their creativity and engage in artistic expression.

o Palestine's Cultural Festivals: The Palestinian Territories have
hosted cultural festivals, such as the Palestine International
Festival, which celebrate Palestinian heritage and provide
platforms for young artists to showcase their work. These
festivals foster cultural pride and offer opportunities for artistic
exposure.
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o Jordan's Art Therapy Programs: Jordan has implemented art
therapy programs in schools and community centers, such as
those provided by the Jordanian National Gallery of Fine Arts.
These programs use creative expression to help youth manage
trauma and stress, supporting their mental and emotional well-
being.

8. Expand Sports and Recreation Programs Explanation: Expanding

sports and recreation programs can provide Palestinian youth with
healthy outlets for stress, build teamwork and leadership skills, and
foster community spirit. These programs are particularly important in
Gaza, where Israel’s war on Gaza has disrupted normal social
activities. By creating safe spaces for physical activity and social
interaction, these initiatives can help youth develop physically,
emotionally, and socially, contributing to their overall well-being.

Examples:

o Lebanon's School Sports Programs: In Lebanon, schools have
integrated sports programs into their curricula, offering regular
physical education classes and after-school sports activities.
These programs aim to improve physical fitness and provide
students with structured, positive outlets for energy and stress.

o Jordan's Community Sports Facilities: Jordan has developed
community sports facilities such as the King Hussein Youth
City, which offers safe and accessible spaces for a range of
sports and recreational activities. These facilities help promote
physical health and provide youth with opportunities for social
interaction and skill development.

o Iraq's Youth Sports Leagues: Iraq has organized youth sports
leagues and tournaments to foster healthy competition and
community engagement. Initiatives like the lIraq Football
Academy focus on building teamwork and leadership skills
while providing a constructive way for young people to
channel their energy.

9. Promote Financial Literacy and Economic Empowerment Explanation:

Financial literacy is essential for empowering Palestinian youth to
manage their finances effectively, make informed economic decisions,
and achieve financial independence. Programs that focus on
budgeting, saving, investing, and entrepreneurship can foster a
culture of financial responsibility. This is particularly important in
Gaza, where economic opportunities are limited, and youth need the
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skills to navigate a challenging economic landscape and explore
alternative pathways to financial stability.

Examples:

o South Africa's Financial Education in Schools: South Africa has
integrated financial literacy into school curricula through
initiatives like the Financial Literacy for All program. This
program teaches students essential money management skills,
including budgeting, saving, and investing, from a young age.

o Kenya's Community Financial Workshops: Kenya has organized
community workshops on financial literacy, often supported by
organizations like the Financial Sector Deepening (FSD) Kenya.
These workshops provide practical education on money
management and financial planning to youth and their families,
aiming to enhance economic empowerment.

o Bangladesh's Micro-Savings Programs: Bangladesh has
implemented micro-savings initiatives through organizations
like BRAC, which encourage youth to save small amounts of
money. These programs help build a foundation for financial
security and support entrepreneurial activities, contributing to
long-term economic stability.

10. Implement Remote Work and Freelancing Initiatives Explanation:
Promoting remote work and freelancing can provide Palestinian
youth with access to global job markets, overcoming local economic
constraints and mobility restrictions caused by the Israeli occupation.
Training programs in digital skills, such as web development, graphic
design, and online marketing, can prepare youth for remote job
opportunities. This approach is particularly relevant for Gaza, where
traditional employment options are limited due to the blockade.

Examples:

o Egypt's Remote Work Training Centers: Egypt has established
training centers, such as those run by the Ministry of
Communication and Information Technology, which offer
courses in digital skills like web development, graphic design,
and online marketing. These centers prepare youth for remote
job opportunities and help them build competencies for
freelancing.

o Jordan's Freelancing Platforms Partnership: Jordan has
partnered with global freelancing platforms like Upwork to
offer mentorship programs for youth. Organizations such as
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the Jordanian Freelance Association provide guidance on
starting and growing freelance careers, helping individuals
navigate the international freelancing landscape.

o Lebanon's Remote Work Hubs: Lebanon has developed co-
working spaces like Beirut Digital District, which offer reliable
internet access and a collaborative environment for remote
work. These hubs provide youth with the infrastructure needed
to work remotely and connect with international clients,
fostering a thriving freelance ecosystem.
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8. Policy Changes

1. Enhance Access to Digital Infrastructure Explanation: Given the

significant damage to physical infrastructure in Gaza, policies must
prioritize enhancing digital infrastructure to ensure connectivity and
access to online resources. This includes investing in high-speed
internet, providing affordable data plans, and ensuring that all
educational institutions have the necessary digital tools. Enhanced
digital infrastructure can facilitate remote learning, online business
opportunities, and digital literacy programs, crucial for youth
development.

Examples:

o National Broadband Plan: Develop a national broadband plan
aimed at providing high-speed internet access to all regions,
particularly underserved areas in Gaza.

o Subsidized Internet Access: Implement policies that subsidize
internet costs for students and low-income families, ensuring
universal digital access.

o Public Wi-Fi Zones: Create public Wi-Fi zones in community
centers, libraries, and public spaces to ensure free internet
access for youth and the broader community.

2. Strengthen Mental Health Services and Support Explanation: Policies

must focus on expanding and integrating mental health services
within the healthcare system, particularly in areas like Gaza. This
includes increasing the number of mental health professionals,
providing training for existing healthcare workers, and establishing
community-based mental health support systems. Enhanced mental
health services are essential to address the psychological trauma
caused by Israel's war on Gaza and to support the overall well-being
of Palestinian youth.

Examples:

o Mental Health Integration in Primary Care: Implement policies
that integrate mental health services into primary healthcare,
ensuring accessible and comprehensive care.

o Training Programs for Health Workers: Develop training
programs for health workers on trauma-informed care and
mental health support.
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o Community Mental Health Initiatives: Support the
establishment of community mental health centers that offer
counseling, therapy, and support groups.

3. Promote Sustainable and Resilient Energy Solutions Explanation: To

address the frequent power shortages and infrastructure damage in
Gaza, policies should promote the adoption of sustainable and
resilient energy solutions such as solar and wind power. This
includes providing incentives for renewable energy projects, creating
regulatory frameworks that facilitate the installation of renewable
energy systems, and investing in research and development of green
technologies. Sustainable energy solutions can ensure a stable
power supply, reduce dependency on imported fuels, and create job
opportunities for youth.

Examples:

o Renewable Energy Incentives: Implement tax breaks and
subsidies for individuals and businesses investing in renewable
energy projects.

o Regulatory Support: Develop clear regulatory frameworks that
streamline the approval process for renewable energy
installations.

o Public-Private Partnerships: Encourage partnerships between
the government, private sector, and international organizations
to fund and implement large-scale renewable energy projects.

4. Support Vocational and Technical Education Explanation: Policies

should emphasize the importance of vocational and technical
education to equip youth with practical skills that match market
demands. This includes updating curricula to include modern
technologies, providing incentives for industries to offer
apprenticeships, and ensuring that vocational training centers are
well-funded and equipped. Vocational and technical education can
enhance employability, reduce unemployment, and support economic
resilience in Palestine, particularly in areas like Gaza where
traditional job markets are limited.

Examples:

o Updated Curricula: Revise vocational training curricula to
include emerging technologies and industry-relevant skills.
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o Industry Partnerships: Create policies that encourage industries
to partner with vocational training centers to offer
apprenticeships and on-the-job training.

o Funding for Vocational Centers: Increase funding for vocational
training centers to ensure they have the necessary resources
and equipment.

5. Encourage Youth Participation in Governance Explanation: Policies

should create formal mechanisms for youth participation in
governance, ensuring that their voices are heard in decision-making
processes. This includes establishing youth advisory councils,
integrating youth representatives in local and national government
bodies, and supporting youth-led initiatives. Encouraging youth
participation in governance fosters civic engagement, empowers
young leaders, and ensures that policies reflect the needs and
aspirations of the younger generation.

Examples:

o Youth Advisory Councils: Establish youth advisory councils at
local and national levels to provide input on policies affecting
youth.

o Youth Representation Quotas: Implement quotas for youth
representation in government bodies and decision-making
committees.

o Support for Youth-Led Initiatives: Provide funding and
resources for youth-led projects and initiatives that aim to
address community challenges.

6. Facilitate Access to Finance for Youth Entrepreneurs Explanation: To

empower young entrepreneurs and support start-up ecosystems,
policies should facilitate access to finance through microloans,
grants, and investment opportunities. This includes creating youth-
specific financial products, reducing bureaucratic barriers for starting
businesses, and providing financial literacy education. Access to
finance is crucial for enabling youth to launch and scale businesses,
fostering innovation, and driving economic growth in Palestine.

Examples:

o Youth Microloan Programs: Develop microloan programs
specifically for youth entrepreneurs, with favorable terms and
low interest rates.
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o Startup Grants: Provide grants for innovative start-up projects
led by young entrepreneurs, particularly those addressing local
challenges.

o Financial Literacy Education: Integrate financial literacy
education into school curricula and community programs to
prepare youth for managing business finances.

7. Invest in Public Health Infrastructure Explanation: Policies must

prioritize the reconstruction and enhancement of public health
infrastructure, particularly in areas like Gaza. This includes rebuilding
hospitals and clinics, ensuring adequate medical supplies, and
improving access to healthcare services. Investing in public health
infrastructure is essential to address immediate health needs,
prevent disease outbreaks, and provide a stable foundation for long-
term health and well-being.

Examples:

o Reconstruction of Health Facilities: Allocate funding for the
reconstruction of damaged hospitals and clinics, ensuring they
are fully equipped and staffed.

o Supply Chain Improvements: Implement policies that ensure a
consistent supply of essential medical supplies and equipment.

o Access to Healthcare Services: Develop mobile health units and
telemedicine programs to reach underserved and remote areas.

8. Promote Cultural Preservation and Arts Education Explanation:

Supporting cultural preservation and arts education can help
Palestinian youth maintain their cultural heritage, foster creativity,
and promote social cohesion. Policies should encourage the
integration of arts education in schools, support cultural initiatives,
and fund projects that celebrate Palestinian heritage. This approach
can provide therapeutic benefits, offer alternative career paths in arts
and culture, and strengthen community identity.

Examples:

o Arts Education Programs: Integrate comprehensive arts
education programs into school curricula, including visual arts,
music, theater, and dance.

o Cultural Heritage Projects: Fund projects that document and
preserve Palestinian cultural heritage, such as oral history
initiatives and traditional crafts.
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o Support for Artists: Provide grants and resources for young
artists to develop their work and showcase it locally and
internationally.
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9. Expand Youth-Friendly Spaces and Recreational Facilities Explanation:

To address the lack of safe and engaging environments for
Palestinian youth, particularly in Gaza, policies should focus on
expanding youth-friendly spaces and recreational facilities. These
spaces provide essential outlets for physical activity, social
interaction, and creative expression. Creating more parks, sports
complexes, and community centers can foster a sense of community,
promote physical and mental well-being, and offer alternatives to the
adverse influences of occupation.

Examples:

Community Centers: Build multipurpose community centers that offer
sports, arts, and educational programs, providing a safe haven for
youth.

Sports Complexes: Develop sports complexes with facilities for
various sports and physical activities, encouraging healthy lifestyles
and teamwork.

Public Parks: Create green spaces and parks where youth can relax,
socialize, and engage in outdoor activities, enhancing the quality of
urban life.

10. Implement Comprehensive Education Reform Explanation:

Comprehensive education reform is necessary to address the
disruption and inequality in the Palestinian education system,
particularly in areas like Gaza. Policies should focus on rebuilding
and modernizing educational infrastructure, updating curricula to
include critical thinking and 21st-century skills, and ensuring equal
access to quality education for all students. Reforming the education
system can enhance learning outcomes, reduce dropout rates, and
prepare youth for future challenges and opportunities.

Examples:

Rebuilding Schools: Allocate resources for the reconstruction and
modernization of damaged schools, ensuring they are equipped with
modern facilities and technologies.

Curriculum Update: Revise curricula to include critical thinking, digital
literacy, and vocational training, aligning education with market
needs and global standards.

Teacher Training Programs: Invest in professional development for
teachers, providing training in new teaching methods, classroom
management, and use of technology.
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9. Success Drivers

1. Resilient and Adaptive Education Systems Explanation: The
development of a resilient and adaptive education system is crucial
for the success of youth empowerment in Palestine, particularly in
Gaza where schools have been frequently disrupted by Israeli
occupation. This involves building infrastructure integrating
technology to enable remote learning, and developing curricula that
are flexible and responsive to the changing needs of students. A
robust education system can ensure continuous learning, improve
educational outcomes, and prepare youth for future challenges.

Examples:

o Schools: Construct schools with reinforced structures that can
withstand military actions and provide safe learning
environments.

o Blended Learning Models: Implement blended learning
approaches that combine online and offline education,
ensuring continuity during disruptions.

o Emergency Education Programs: Develop emergency education
programs that can be quickly deployed in the aftermath of war
to minimize learning loss.

2. Comprehensive Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Explanation:
Providing comprehensive mental health and psychosocial support is
essential for addressing the trauma and stress experienced by
Palestinian youth due to Israeli’'s war on Gaza. Effective mental health
services can improve well-being, enhance academic and professional
performance, and foster resilience. This includes integrating mental
health services into schools, training teachers and community leaders
to provide support, and ensuring access to professional counseling
and therapy.

Examples:

o School-Based Mental Health Services: Embed mental health
professionals in schools to provide regular counseling and
support for students.

o Trauma-Informed Training: Offer training programs for teachers
and community leaders on recognizing and addressing trauma
and mental health issues.
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o Community Mental Health Initiatives: Establish community
centers that provide accessible mental health services,
including group therapy and resilience-building workshops.

3. Strong Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Explanation: A strong

entrepreneurial ecosystem is vital for empowering Palestinian youth
to create their own economic opportunities in a context where
traditional job markets are limited due to Israeli Occupation. This
ecosystem includes access to finance, mentorship, business
incubators, and a supportive regulatory environment. By fostering
innovation and entrepreneurship, young Palestinians can develop
businesses that address local needs, drive economic growth, and
reduce unemployment.

Examples:

o Microfinance Institutions: Expand microfinance institutions that
provide low-interest loans and financial support for young
entrepreneurs.

o Business Incubators and Accelerators: Establish more business
incubators and accelerators that offer mentorship, resources,
and networking opportunities.

o Startup Competitions and Grants: Organize competitions and
provide grants to encourage innovative business ideas and
support the development of startups.

4. Inclusive Civic Engagement and Youth Participation Explanation:

Promoting inclusive civic engagement and youth participation in
governance is crucial for building a democratic and participatory
society in Palestine. This involves creating formal mechanisms for
youth involvement in decision-making processes, supporting youth-
led initiatives, and ensuring that the voices of young people are
heard and considered in policy formulation. Active youth
participation can lead to more responsive and effective governance
and empower young people to take ownership of their future.

Examples:

o Youth Advisory Councils: Establish youth advisory councils at
local and national levels to provide input on policies affecting
youth.

o Youth Engagement Programs: Develop programs that
encourage youth participation in civic activities, such as
volunteering, community organizing, and public consultations.
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o Policy Advocacy Training: Offer training in policy advocacy and
leadership skills, enabling youth to effectively engage with
policymakers and drive change.

5. Sustainable and Resilient Infrastructure Explanation: Developing

sustainable and resilient infrastructure is essential for supporting the
long-term development of Palestinian communities, especially in
Gaza where infrastructure is frequently damaged by airstrikes and
military actions. This includes rebuilding and upgrading roads, water
systems, energy grids, and public facilities with a focus on
sustainability and resilience. Robust infrastructure can improve living
conditions, support economic activities, and enhance the overall
quality of life.

Examples:

o Green Building Initiatives: Promote the construction of green
buildings that are energy-efficient and environmentally
sustainable.

o Renewable Energy Projects: Invest in renewable energy
projects, such as solar and wind power, to provide reliable and
sustainable energy sources.

o Resilient Water and Sanitation Systems: Upgrade water and
sanitation systems to ensure they can withstand and provide
clean water and sanitation services.

6. Access to Quality Healthcare Explanation: Ensuring access to quality

healthcare is a fundamental driver of success for youth
empowerment in Palestine. This involves rebuilding and expanding
healthcare facilities, training healthcare professionals, and ensuring
the availability of essential medical supplies and services. Access to
quality healthcare can improve physical and mental well-being,
reduce the burden of disease, and enhance the capacity of youth to
pursue education and employment.

Examples:

o Healthcare Facility Reconstruction: Rebuild and upgrade
hospitals and clinics that have been damaged by airstrikes,
ensuring they are fully equipped and staffed.

o Healthcare Training Programs: Develop training programs for
healthcare professionals, including doctors, nurses, and mental
health counselors.
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o Telemedicine Services: Implement telemedicine services to
provide remote healthcare consultations and support,
particularly in underserved areas.

7. Robust Social Protection Systems Explanation: Developing robust

social protection systems is critical for supporting vulnerable youth
and their families in Palestine, especially those affected by Israel’s
war on Gaza. Social protection systems can provide safety nets, such
as cash transfers, food assistance, and housing support, to mitigate
the impacts of poverty and insecurity. These systems can enhance
social stability, reduce inequality, and promote inclusive
development.

Examples:

o Cash Transfer Programs: Implement cash transfer programs to
provide financial support to vulnerable families, helping them
meet basic needs.

o Food Security Initiatives: Develop food security programs that
provide nutritious meals to children and youth, particularly in
schools and community centers.

o Affordable Housing Projects: Invest in affordable housing
projects to provide safe and stable living conditions for
displaced and low-income families.

8. Promoting Environmental Sustainability Explanation: Promoting

environmental sustainability is essential for the long-term well-being
of Palestinian youth and their communities. This involves
implementing policies and initiatives that protect natural resources,
reduce pollution, and promote sustainable practices. Environmental
sustainability can improve public health, enhance food and water
security, and create green job opportunities, contributing to
economic and social resilience.

Examples:

o Waste Management Programs: Develop comprehensive waste
management programs that include recycling, composting, and
proper disposal of hazardous materials.

o Sustainable Agriculture Projects: Promote sustainable
agriculture practices, such as organic farming and water-

efficient irrigation, to improve food security and environmental
health.

60

Strategic Insight Reflect - Spark - Adapt



HC

PE Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal Youth Empowerment

o Environmental Education Campaigns: Launch educational
campaigns to raise awareness about environmental issues and
encourage sustainable behaviors among youth and the broader
community.

9. Effective Emergency Response and Disaster Management

Explanation: Establishing effective emergency response and disaster
management systems is crucial for ensuring the safety and resilience
of Palestinian youth, particularly in Gaza, where occupation
frequently disrupts daily life. This includes creating rapid response
teams, developing early warning systems, and ensuring that
communities are prepared for emergencies. Effective disaster
management can minimize the impact of Israeli occupation and
natural disasters, protecting lives and property and maintaining
community stability.

Examples:

Rapid Response Teams: Train and equip rapid response teams that
can provide immediate assistance during emergencies, such as
medical aid, evacuation, and infrastructure repair.

Early Warning Systems: Implement early warning systems that alert
communities to imminent threats, such as military actions or natural
disasters, allowing for timely evacuation and protective measures.
Community Preparedness Programs: Develop community
preparedness programs that educate residents on emergency
procedures, first aid, and disaster resilience.

10. Strengthening Civil Society and Community Organizations

Explanation: Strengthening civil society and community organizations
is vital for empowering Palestinian youth and fostering a sense of
community ownership and involvement. These organizations can play
a key role in advocacy, service delivery, and community development.
By supporting and expanding the capacity of civil society groups,
youth can engage in meaningful activities, address local issues, and
promote social cohesion.

Examples:

Capacity Building Workshops: Offer workshops and training
programs for civil society organizations on effective advocacy,
project management, and community engagement.

Funding and Grants: Provide funding and grants to grassroots
organizations that focus on youth empowerment, community
development, and social services.
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« Network and Coalition Building: Facilitate the creation of networks
and coalitions of civil society organizations to share resources,
collaborate on initiatives, and amplify their impact.
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10. Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)

1. Employment Rate Among Youth Explanation: The employment rate
among youth is a critical indicator of economic stability and
opportunity. Tracking this metric helps assess the effectiveness of
job creation initiatives, vocational training programs, and
entrepreneurial support. In Gaza, where traditional employment
opportunities are limited due to the blockade and occupation, this
KPI can highlight the impact of innovative job solutions and
economic resilience strategies.

Examples:

o Monthly Employment Surveys: Conduct regular surveys to
monitor youth employment trends, identify gaps, and adjust
programs accordingly.

o Job Placement Rates: Measure the success rate of vocational
training programs and job placement services in securing
employment for participants.

o New Business Registrations: Track the number of new
businesses started by youth entrepreneurs, reflecting the
health of the entrepreneurial ecosystem.

2. Access to Quality Education Explanation: Access to quality education
is vital for the development of human capital. This KPl measures
enrollment rates, attendance, and the quality of educational
outcomes in both traditional and digital learning environments. In
Gaza, where educational infrastructure has been heavily damaged,
this indicator is essential for evaluating the recovery and
improvement of educational services.

Examples:

o Enrollment Rates: Track the percentage of school-age children
enrolled in primary, secondary, and tertiary education.

o Attendance Records: Monitor student attendance to identify
disruptions and barriers to consistent education.

o Academic Performance: Evaluate standardized test scores and
graduation rates to assess the quality of education and student
achievement.
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3. Mental Health and Well-being Metrics Explanation: Monitoring the

mental health and well-being of youth is crucial in areas like Gaza.
This KPI includes indicators such as the prevalence of mental health
issues, access to mental health services, and the effectiveness of
resilience programs. Improved mental health correlates with better
educational and employment outcomes and overall life satisfaction.

Examples:

o Mental Health Screenings: Regularly conduct mental health
screenings in schools and communities to identify and address
issues early.

o Service Utilization Rates: Measure the usage of mental health
services, including counseling and therapy sessions, to ensure
accessibility and effectiveness.

o Resilience Program Participation: Track participation in
resilience-building programs and workshops, assessing their
reach and impact on youth well-being.

4. Youth Participation in Civic Activities Explanation: Youth participation

in civic activities is a key indicator of social engagement and
empowerment. This KPl measures involvement in community
projects, local governance, and social movements. In the context of
Gaza, fostering civic engagement can enhance social cohesion and
give youth a sense of agency and purpose.

Examples:

o Voter Registration and Turnout: Track the number of youth
registered to vote and their participation in elections.

o Community Project Involvement: Measure the number of youth
involved in community service projects and local governance
initiatives.

o Membership in Civic Organizations: Monitor membership and
active participation in youth councils, advocacy groups, and
non-profits.

5. Access to Digital Resources and Literacy Explanation: Digital literacy

and access to technology are essential for modern education and
employment. This KPI tracks the availability of digital devices,
internet connectivity, and digital literacy programs. In Gaza, where
physical infrastructure is often compromised, digital access can
bridge gaps in education and economic opportunity.

Examples:
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o Device Distribution: Track the distribution of digital devices
(laptops, tablets) to students and young professionals.

o Internet Access: Measure the percentage of households with
reliable internet connectivity.

o Digital Literacy Program Completion: Monitor the number of
youth completing digital literacy courses and their proficiency
levels.

6. Renewable Energy Adoption Explanation: The adoption of renewable

energy solutions is crucial for sustainable development and resilience
in Gaza, where traditional energy infrastructure is frequently
targeted. This KPI tracks the implementation of renewable energy
projects, the generation capacity of renewable sources, and the
number of households and businesses benefiting from sustainable
energy solutions.

Examples:

o Installed Renewable Capacity: Measure the total capacity of
installed renewable energy systems (solar, wind) in megawatts.

o Household Adoption Rates: Track the number of households
using renewable energy sources for their daily energy needs.

o Renewable Energy Training Programs: Monitor participation
and completion rates in training programs focused on
renewable energy technologies.

7. Entrepreneurship and Business Growth Explanation: Entrepreneurship

is a vital pathway to economic empowerment for Palestinian youth.
This KPl measures the growth of start-ups, access to funding, and the
success of business incubators and accelerators. In Gaza, fostering a
robust entrepreneurial ecosystem can create jobs and drive
innovation despite the challenging economic conditions.

Examples:

o Start-up Success Rates: Track the survival and growth rates of
new businesses started by youth entrepreneurs.

o Funding Access: Measure the amount and frequency of funding
received by start-ups from microloans, grants, and investments.

o Business Incubator Impact: Evaluate the performance of
business incubators and accelerators based on the number of
supported start-ups and their subsequent success.
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8. Quality of Health Services Explanation: Ensuring access to quality
health services is fundamental for youth development and well-being.
This KPI tracks the availability and quality of healthcare facilities, the
number of healthcare professionals, and the accessibility of essential
health services. In Gaza, where health infrastructure is often
compromised, improving healthcare quality is a critical priority.

Examples:

o Healthcare Facility Availability: Measure the number and
capacity of hospitals, clinics, and mobile health units.

o Health Professional Density: Track the number of doctors,
nurses, and mental health professionals per capita.

o Service Utilization Rates: Monitor the usage of health services,
including preventive care, emergency services, and mental
health support.

9. Environmental Sustainability Initiatives Explanation: Promoting
environmental sustainability is essential for the long-term health and
prosperity of Palestinian communities. This KPI measures the
implementation of sustainability projects, community engagement in
environmental initiatives, and the impact on natural resources.

Examples:

o Waste Management Efficiency: Track the effectiveness of waste
management programs, including recycling and composting
rates.

o Water Conservation Projects: Measure the implementation and
impact of water conservation initiatives, such as rainwater
harvesting and efficient irrigation systems.

o @reen Job Creation: Monitor the number of jobs created in the
green sector, including renewable energy, sustainable
agriculture, and environmental conservation.

10. Social Protection Coverage Explanation: Social protection systems
are crucial for supporting vulnerable youth and their families. This
KPI measures the reach and effectiveness of social protection
programs, including cash transfers, food assistance, and housing
support. In Gaza, where poverty and displacement are prevalent,
robust social protection can enhance social stability and economic
resilience.

Examples:
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o Beneficiary Numbers: Track the number of individuals and
households receiving social protection benefits.

o Program Impact Assessments: Conduct regular assessments to
evaluate the effectiveness and impact of social protection
programs on reducing poverty and improving well-being.

o Accessibility and Inclusivity: Measure the accessibility and
inclusivity of social protection programs, ensuring that they
reach the most vulnerable populations.
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